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BIHDS IN THE SAGINAW BAY AREA

June 1 through July 31, 1988

Compil.er: Terry Walsh
308 Mayfield Lane
Midland, Ml 48040
517-835-7452

Summary:

This is traiftrionHtly'if,fairlf @iet period'but'this year had a iEw $urprise:s The,
itighiiffi-muqi h6-tne-a$onishing rntrux of Dicxiisseis throughout ine SAR. tt
sgerng$ that any suitable habitai had a few bir:ds. Also, a g-ood diversity of
shorebirds were recorded for this time of year,23 species in all. A Will;t and a
Lesser Golden Plover in late June and a Marbled Godwit in early July were
rgther odd, and 5 Red-necked Phalaropes in early June was a fiigtr number.
Other lPecies that, appeared up in numbers were-Sedge Wrens (5tten in the
same fields as Dickcissels) and cuckoos.

A numQer of species were noted that are quite unusual in the SBA at this time ot
year. These included a Nashville Warbler in Tuscola Co, a Magnolia Warbler in
losco C9. (Rossible neste_r9) and a Yellow-rumped Warbler at Tlwas in july.
Also a Common Loon, a Yellow-bellied Sapstrcker and 2 White-throated
Sparrows added to this northern flavor.

ln,closing, please don't forget to send me all the details necessary to document
your sightings . This includes the number seen, date and tocatioit. lt would'be
nice to get more specific locations for some records (eg. the nearest town cr
crossroads) for future reference.

S!G HTI NGS

COMMON LOON:
1 7t2 Jose Lake, lo
PIED.BILLED GREBE:
4 inland breedipg sites in Tuscola Co.
Nesting at Bentley Marsh, Gl
EARED GREBE:
1 6t1 Dow Ponds, Mi
DOUBLE.CR ESTED CORMORANT:
.'r 6/5 Consumer's Pond, Mi
IAMERICAN BITTERN: no reportsl
LEAST BITTERN:
At least 3 nesting in Tuscola Co.
GBEAT BLUE HERON:
Common through period.
GREAT EGRET:

RW l{esting?

MW
CF

RW First seen 5/29.

TW No other reports.

MW

7
20

6/13 Karn Plant, Ba JS
7129 Fish Point, Tu MW
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10 7131 Nayanquing, Ba TW
GREEN.BACKED HERON:
Common through period.
BLACK.CROWNED NIGHT.HERON :

Recorded through period.

Usuallate July inllux.

12 7t31 Dow Plant, Mi TW
MUTE SWAN:
1 June Midland TW1 6114 Fish Point MW
CANADA GOOSE:
Common through period.
135 young produced at Shiawassee NWR JH
WOOD DUCK:
Many young birds at Nayanquing and other spots in tate Juty.
202young produced at Shia wassee NWR JH
GREEN-WINGED TEAL:
l rnale 612 nd. Caro, Tu MWl*, Sltg - Kaffi:tr+aTi5t .ciS-- - ?aeiuiisrmtU-IuvBntius

AMERICAN BLACK DUCK:
Pairs at Fish Pt and Quanicassee, Tu MW
MALLARD:
Common through period
hIORTHERN PTNTAIL:

6/18 Nayanqulng, Ba CF1 717 Shiawassee NWR, Sa JS
Nesting at Fish Pt and Quanicassee, Tu MW
BLUE.WINGED TEAL:
Noted through poriod.
NORTHEFIN SHOVELER:
Nesting at Fish Point, Tu MW
GADWALL:
Nesting at Fish Point, Tu MW
A{T4ERICAN WIGEON:
Nestlng at Fish Point, Tu MW
CANVASBACK:
1 female 611-12 Dow Ponds, Mi TW
BEDHEAD:
Nesting atFish Point, Tu MW
I'lglelllrolgh.period at Dow Ponds, Mi; B iuveniles there on 7/31(TW).
LESSEH SCAUP:
3 6/1-5 _ _ Dow Ponds, Mi RW, fW

-?ffif#qffie.-tFTr. c"ro, r, MW - -:-r .-.,*i--.i:'r;-r;:-::-l
HUDDY DUCK:
2 pairs 6/9 Shiawassee NWR, Sa
TURKEY VULTURE:
Common through period.
OSPREY:
Palr on Cass River near Cass City, Tu through period (MW).1 6/19 Sanfod, Mi JD 

'

1 7130 Sanford, Mi
BALD EAGLE:

TW Are they nesting here?

Up to 4 at Shiawassee NWR.through periqd. One^with an orange wing band (#1S or 75) (RW, BG)
1 imm 6/9 Beniley Mardh, Gl CF
NORTHERN HARRIER:
1 lemais 6/5 SE Midland Co
1 male 7110 S of Santord, Mi

TW
TW
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1 6122 Gladvrrin Co CF
' ISHARP-SH|NNED HAWK: no reports]- COOPER'S HAWK:

Nesting at Murphy Lake, Tu MW
NORTHERN GOSHAWK:
1 6/16 nr. Caro, Tu MW
RED.SHOULDERED HAWK:
5 in Tuscola and N. Lapeer Co.'s MW
On nest 6122 Gladwin Co CF
BROAD-WINGED HAWK:
3 on terdtory in Tuscola Co MW
1 6/10 Gladruin Co CF :

2 July Midland, Mi TW
RED-TAILED HAWK:
Noted through period.
AMERICAN KESTREL: :I

Noted through peridd. i,r rr'; 'rli:",:,

R INIG.NFC K E,I] T'H EA.S.A}{T:
F;i'r;d'#;" inrnr.'Gi[i co. MW
Reported lrom Gladruin and Bay Co.'s CF, JS
RUFFED GROUSE:
Numbers stilldown in Tuscola Co. MW
Reported from Gladwin Co CF
WILD TURKEY:
Ad.+6y 7110 Chippewa NC, Mi CF
NORTHERN BOBWHITE:
Very common in N Lapeer Co. MW
Heard 6/18 Arenac Co
[KING RAIL: none reported, although heard at lraditional sites in May]

' [VlRGlNlA RAIL: no reportsl
[SORA: no reports]
COMMON MOORHEN:
On terrttory near Caro and Quanicassee, Tu MW
6 6117 Hampton Twp, Ba JS
AMERICAN COOT:
1 6/1-5 Dow Ponds, Mi TW The only report!
SANDHILL CRANE:
Pairwith 2 chbks in S Tuscola Co. MW
On territory at Bentley Marsh, Gl CF

(t i

2 6121 Nayanquing, Ba G&EP An unusual recordl c "..;,

LESSER GOLDEN PLOVER:

1 injured 6/18 Nayanquing, Ba CF - r : - l' .,1,' i"
SEtvt i PnirriA'i'EU PLUv tsFi:

2 7131 Quanicassee, Tu TW
KILLDEER:
Common through period. :.

GREATER YELLOWLEGS:
1 7t7 Shiawassee NWR, Sa RW, JS I 

'

1 7112 Chippewa NC, Mi CF
LESSERYELLOWLEGS:, . i,
50 717 Shiawassee NWR, Sa RW, JS

2 7t12 Chippewa NC, Mi CF First return.
WILLET:
1 6120 Fish R, Tu RW An odd time of year.

:..

,:i
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4

SPOfiED SANDPIPER:
Common through period.
UPLAND SANDPIPER:
3 6122 Gladraln Co

i

MARBLED GODWIT:
1 717 Karn Plant, Ba
RUDDYTURNSTONE:

1 7t6
2pr

1 6/5
1 6/9
1 7t31
SANDERLING:
5 6/1
6 712'.a

Tricity Airport, Sa
CentralTuscola Co

Dow Ponds, Mi
Shiawaesee NWR, Sa
Kam Plant, Ba

Dow Ponds, Mi
Kam Planl, Ba

Karn Plant, Ba
Nayanquing, Ba

Early.

First return.

(30 on 6i5; TW)
Finsi'retuftir=* 

n

First return.

CF
TW
MW

JS

TW
RW
JS

RW
JS

RW

MW

RW

TW

JS

CF
MW

JS
TW

RW
TW

BW
CF

cr
JS
nA/

SEMIPALMATED SANDPlPEH:
100

12
3ad

6t1 Dow Ponds, Mi
V'i*+ Ktm+iaffi;Br--

LEAST SANDPIPER,
4 7121 Kam Plant, Ba
WHITE.RUMPED SANDPIPER :

6 6/1 Dow Ponds, Mi
PECTORAL SANDPIPER:
Noted in mid-July in Tuscola Co.
DUNLIN:
5 6/1 Dow Ponds, Mi
STILT SANDPIPER:
3 7131 Nayanguing, Ba
SHORT.BILLED DOWITCHER :

13 717 Shiawassee NWR; Sa
COMMON SNIPE:
2 6/18 Bentley Marsh, Gl
Nesting at Fish Pt, Quanicassee and Caro, Tu
AMERICAN WOODCOCK:
1 716 Hampton Twp, Ba1 7110 S ol Sanford, Mi
RED.NECKED PHALAROPE:
2 An Dow Ponds, Mi
5 6/5 Dow Ponds, Mi
WIISON'S PHALAROPE:
2 6/1 Dow Ponds, Mi3 6/18 Nayanquing, Ba
BOIiIAPARTE'S GULL:

6/18 Tawas Pt, lo

First return.

Early retum.

RW, MW Unusual at this time of year.

RW
rriJ

JS

'i

_,:._,.*.:.=.".-*. -_

7t21
7t31

RING.BILLED GULL:
Common through period.
HERRING GULL:
Noted through period.
GREAT BLACK.BACKED GULL
l imrn 6126 Port Austin, Hu
CASPIAN TERN:
Qgmmon by the Bay through period.
CCMMON TERN:
Common through period.
Up to 35 at Dow Ponds, Mi;J. Ludwig banded 62 chicks on cement piers in Bay City (per JS)

SBA Bird summary [June-July19BB]
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FORSTER'S TERN:
Common at Fish Pt and Quanicassee, Tu and Nayanquing, Ba
BLACK TERN:
As Forster's Tern.
Nqslifrg_a!Fentley Marsh, Gtagain this year. CF
ROCK DOVE:
Common through period.
MOURN]NG DOVE:
Common through period.
BLACK.BILLED CUCKOO:

-Nqted in Midland fiuvenite at CNC), Gtadwin and Tuscota Co.
YELLOW.BILLED CUCKOO:
As Black-billed cuckoo, also Bay co. cuckoos seemed comrnoner this vear.
SCREECH OWL:
Heard in Tuscota and N Lapeer Co.,s.
GREAT HORNED OWL:
Noted through period. ., . , i. ' I ,,

lF4nnEn OWL'nr repo;tsl ..
COMMON NtGHfiAWK:
Few in Midland again this year.
WHIP.POOR-WILL:
Noted in Tuscola Co. (MW)
CHIMNEY SWFT;
Common through period.
RUBY.THROATED HUMMINGBIRD:
Noted through period.
BELTED KINGFISHER:
Common through erpiod.
RED.HEADED WOODPECKER:
Fewer in Tuscola co. this year (MW). Noted in Gtadwin and shiawassee co's.
RED.BELLIED WOODPECKER:

f rJ.s g !! !l'-ro_uglr pgligd, lult !q ne ar Chippewa NC, M i (u nu su at) .
YELLOW.BELLIED SAPSUCKER':'
1 6117 Midtand Co.
DOWNY WOODPECKER:
Common through period.
HAIRY WOODPECKER:
Common through period.
NORTHERN FLICKER:
Common through period.
[_|!L_E!TED WOODPECKER : no reporrs]
EASTERN WOOD-PEWEE:
Common through period.
ACADiff\i FLYCATT't :Efi :

10 within one mile in S Tuscota Co. (MW).
WILLOW FLYCATCHER:
Common through period.
ALDER FLYCATCHER:
Less common in Tuscola Co.

CF Few summer records.

Surprisingly common at this location.

I :,1

6/1 5
1 6t17

Midland Co
Hampton Twp, Ba

MW
CF
JS
CF, thru June Gladrruin Co

LEAST FLYCATCHER:

Iqilfffn.ntg.r!ltUqqgh period, bur less so in Tuscota Co. (MW).
EASTERN PHOEBE:
Fairly common through period.
GREAT.CRESTED FLYCATCHER:
Common through period.

SBA Bird summary [June-Jutyl9B8]
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EASTERN KINGBIRD:
Common through period.
HOBNED LARK:
Common through period"
PURPLE MARTIN:
Usualnumbers.
TREE SWALLOW:
Common through period.
NORTHERN ROUGH.WINGED SWALLOW:
Gommon through period.
BANK SWALLOW:
Fairly common through period.
CLIFF SWALLOW:
Severalsites in Tuscola and Gladwin Co.'s. MW, CF
99l9ny,under Liberty Bridge ln Bay City. JS
BARN SWALLOW:
Gommon through period.
lll I tE r^v..@.:ff:

Common through period.
AMERICAN CROW:
Common through period.
BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE:
Common through period.
TUFTED TITMOUSE:
Common through period.
RED.BREASTED NUTHATCH:
3 breeding sites in Tuscola Co.
WHITE.BREASTED NUTHATOH :

Common through period.
BROWN CREEPER:
Noted through period.
HOUSE WREN:
Common through period.
WNTER WREN:

lgl le1rilqyjl.Murphy Lk/Cass R. area of Tuscota Co. (MW)
SEDGE WREN:
Fairly common in Tuscola Co.1 7125 Arenac Co.

MW

-\

^\

2 7t7
1 7t5
MA$SH WREN:

Shiawassee NWR, Sa
Bgaver, Ba

MW
RW
RW Numbers up this year.
RW

9.c$gnlLgrltellg locarions. Norod in Gtadwin Co. on ry10 (CF)
BLU E:GFAY GNATCATCH E F:

EASTERN BLUEBIRD:
Nestingat Chippewa NC (CF) and S of Santord, Mi (TW)
Cornon in centralTuscola Co. MW 

'

VEERY:
Common through period.
HERMITTHRUSH:

5,
6/10 Gladwin Co. CF
712 Jose Lk.lo RW

WOOD THRUSH:
Fairly comnrcn through period.
AMERICAN ROBIN:
Common through period.
GRAY CATBIRD:
Common through period. -)

SBA Bird summary [June-July1988]
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BROWN THRASHER:
Noted through period.
CEDAR WAXWING:
Common through period.
STABLING:
Common through period.
SOLITARY VIREO:
2 712 Jose Lk, lo
YELLOW.THROATED VIREO:
Noted in Midland, Gladwin, tosco and Tuscola Co.'s.
WARBLING VTREO:
Common through period.
RED.EYED VIBEO:
Common through period.
BLUE.WINGED WARBLER:
Noted in Midland and Tuscola Co.,s.
GOLDEN.WINGED WARBLER:
fexer in Tuoes!* Cc. (l',r!Wi, ftate$ift htidtand and Glacirvin Cei. s.
NASI-IVILLE WARBLER:
1 male 6/15 near Caro, Tu MW Rare in summer.
YELLOWWARBLER:
Common through period.
CHESTNUT.SIDED WARBLER:
Noted in Gladwin, Midland and Tuscola Co.'s.
MAGNOLIA WARBLER:
1 7t2 Jose Lk, lo BW
VELLOW.RUMPED WARBLER:
1 7110 Tawas pt, to GK
BLACK.TH ROATED GREEN WARBLER :

l.tqq.!gql'!g !r!lrltnphy Lake area, Tu (MW).
BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER:
l.lp:ttrg q Murphy Lake area, Tu (MW)
PINE WARBLER:
2 712 Jose Lake, lo RW
CERULEAN WARBLER:

First indication ol nesting in SBA.

First SBA July record. . ':

6122 Gladrlrrin Co
7t14 Pine Haven, Mi

CF
CF

BLACK.AND.WHITE WARBLER:
4 pairs in Tuscola Co"
1 614 Hampton Twp. JS
AMERICAN REDSTART:
Common along Cass R., Tu MW
Noted in Gladwin, Saginaw and Midland Co.'s.
'F R OTHOT{€}?-A RY'- W}t H ELEH:

Shiawassee NWR, Sa BG2 6t4
OVENBIRD:
Common through period.
NORTHERN WATERTHRUSH:
2 6t1Z Midtand Co. CF1 7lg1 Nayanquing, Ba G&Ep
A fewpairso! C$! R. and Murphy Lake area (MW).
LOUISIANA WATERTHRUSH:
Fewer in Murphy Lake area, Tu MW
MOUBNING WARBLER:
Common in cenlralTuscola Co.
Noted !! Bay (JS) and Gtadwin (CF) Co.,s.

. COMMON YELLOWTHROAT:- 
Common through period.

SBA Bird summary [June-Jutyl988]
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CANADA WARBLER:
Several ln central Tuscola Co.
SCARLETTANAGER:
Fairly common through period.
NORTHERN CARDINAL:
Common through period.
ROSE.BREASTED GROSBEAK:
Common through period.
INDIGO BUNTING:
Fairly common through period.
DICKCISSEL:
up to 14 6/17 on Shiawassee NWR, Sa
8
J
2 sites
30

6125 Arenac Co.
July Midland, Mi
6122 Gladwin Co.
6123 on Tqscola Co.

Same site as last year.

RW, BG
RW
RW rW
CF
MW
RW2 ',715 Bslaver. Ba

Gladwin Co"

tiiJ FOUS-S iDE O 
- 
i-o'r,i.il EE :

Falrly comnon through period.
CHIPPING SPABROW:
Common through period.
FIELD SPARROW:
Common through period.
VESPER SPARROW;
Common through perioo.
SAVANNAH SPARROW:
Common through period.
GRASSHOPPER SPARROW:
Fairly common in centralTuscola Co. (MW)
1 612&29 Chippewa NC, Mi
HENSLOWS SPARROW:
4 sites in S Tuscola/N. Lapeer Co.
SONG SPARROW:
Common through period.
SWAMP SPARROW:
Common through period.
WHITE.THROATED SPARROW:
1 singlng 6117 Midland Co.
1 slnging 6/9
BOBOLINK:

CF

Common through period.
REO"WNGED BLACKBIRD:
Common through paricrj.
"EAS'fErri{ uEAoowunx:
Common through period.
YELLOW.HEADED BI-ACKBIRD:
Seen at allthe usuallocations.
BREWER'S BLACKBIRD:
2 seen through.period at the Karn_plant, Ba (JS).

6110&22 Gladwin Co.
COMMON GRACKLE:
Common through period.
BROWN.HEADED COWBIRD:
Common through period
NORTHERN ORICLE:
Common through period.
PURPLE FINCH:
Noted in Gladwin, Midland and Tuscola Co.,s.

SBA Bird summary [June-Jutyl988]
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HOUSE FINCH:
Common through period.
PINE SISKIN:
1 612 S Tuscota Co. MW
AMERICAN GOLDFINCH:
Common through period.
HOUSE SPARROW:
Common through period.

TOTAL: 178 SPECIES

OTHER RECORDS OUTSIDE SBA

HOODED MERGANSER:
4 7124 AuSable R, Oscoda JS
PILEATED WOODPECKER:
FamilyolS i. . S Ogemaw Co. ijlw
CLI\'€I,$I,}83 FLYCATE lfEF :
2 slnging Luce Co. MW
WESTERN KINGBIRD:
1 at nest 7110 SW lsabelta Co. RW,TW

SEDGE WREN:
? li.nging 7110 SW of Winn, tsabela TW, RW
PRAIRIE WARBLER:
1 singing
DICKCISSEL:

NELapeerCo. MW

1 7l1O SWol Wnn,lsabella TW, RW
r,^. 7 6/18 Atcona Co. CFI'

OBSERVERS

JD Jan Dennett
CF Chip Francke
BG Bob Grefe
JH John Hart
GK Gene Kenaga
G&EP Glenn & Ellen peterson
JS Joe Soehnel
TW TerryWatsh
RW Ron WeeXs
lvlw Mvbs wiilard

ABBREVIATIONS

Only report.

i,'
l, .-

i}..:. <j:': ;!]' '#.

Feeding 2 young ol'uncertain"
parentage in a nest on a larm denick.

'h..- -...--Y

Baq
Hu
lo.
Mi
Sa
SBA
Tu

Bay County
Gladwin County
Huron County
losco County
Midland County
Saginaw County
Saginaw Bay Area
Tuscola County

e
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