
BIRDS IN THE SAGINAW BAY AREA

December 1, l gBB thrcugh Febrr_rary 29, 1 989

Cornpiler: Terry lUatsh
308 Mayfield Lane
Midland, Ml 48640
517-835-7452

Surnmary: The mild weather allowed the Sagiriaw River to stay open unusualty late this yearSevaralthousand Herring G,irrlis were io be_, seln all the wav into'f_cOruary :;;;;1fy t'ney nare
r?,,wr-,.r.v .ii;.rpi,,.-,v..i i.ry ttar'.y ji:rir;ary. i'.,1t aOi.rrl i

)""- t1-?tii cr.:?aql.eo G p t i .(zncj s r3A i eco i.:;sirow6cr up wi*r the hd\?; drinirlfir tnu';;;;i iiZl.iio?iitffifi;i'Ifi;o'ilfY,io"l,'i,i;;i,j*
for severatweeks. At flrstJt was mainly seen at rne r-aicrJregrdJ;, ;;i t;ff;;;';;;;;;,';,i;;
::f ljl:^:9-1a!_*.ll91lr.nt plant. Thid is.one bird we nao iir-oeen'hopins ror wirn ine intensive
lr]l;f1*lg,p1 rlg,lygl 

lh."s.q days, and it rinaly app"ii"Ji lN;; hil ;d;;i B;;i;eadecr ano
?,?lfli:S:,,:l,,X1lg,Tl 3.,':.1-"gSyS ;il#.d5,iir,,-,i,Eili'ri,i, ii,-J"bl*ji, i"nl"ri,ir
l]Li,?,lii;^r,:..jyll,l.:l;yilrgf Tlrq.Krns Erder (srd sBA ,e.oio) *ai qrire obiis*s';i il.';
f::,ii,::lP,ly::,:ill:.KlTIr:,T. jr wa{s9en in i ite-_noie i;;t*'";;i.-'.in;;;;"#;#,.jrno
Hff j ::?i: ln_l'g::3r: g :. :gy? 

r-. gl yg.e kt rar er. i rr L-p,.. r n._. ;iol ",;;;6; ili J #uJ] ;#February led io many unusuarrbcords or orne?oucr.l,Ln J.'6i;;;r:;:wffi rlii,'!J"lil'"",..
The Snowy owl proved somewhal elusive at the Karn Plant (perhaps it was on lhe islancj a lot oft.1e tilne?) A Long'eared owtwas found roosting ar tne chippewa Nature Center bur was ontyseen lor.a couple of days' Red-tailed Hawks appeired corn,cner and a lew Rougrr-tegs werearound this winter. Winter finches were prelty'much non-existent and the dearth of '[ree
Sparrows \:gilts l'€l'l1aIkaij,le. With the miHbrweather, Cedar Waxwings were more noticable, Robins
:lSyetJ throtrgh February in Midland and Carollna Wrens appeareo al twodifferent feeders inMidland.

SIGHTINGS:
I have incuded Christmas bird count records for species for which I received no otherdocumentalion, otherwise CBC records are omitted (Chip Francke has lhe comptete data). MostSaginaw River records reler to the Essexvittenay City JrEr. 

- -

DOUBLE.CRESTED CORMORANT:
up to 4 thru 1Zt1l Karn plant, Ba moarP' .
Lr, iurl,i iSLr.it i'r*Rt_ri.l:
up to 3 lhru t/13
I"UNDiIA SWAN:
4C0 12t10

12t10
12t13

MUTE SWAN:

Karn Plant, Ba

Sebawaing, Hu
Bayport, Hu
Pinconning, Ba

150
124

JS,RW

RW
RW
G&EP 7 stiil there on 1Zt2S

RW, KK

RW,TW
RW

RW First February SBA record?

2 1l$-Zll Dow ponds, Mi
CANADA GOOSE:
5000 1t31 Fish point, Tu MW3000 2/S Dow pondi, Mi TW
Iiql:l.ryryers appear ro be winrering tocaily.
SNOW GOOSE:
5 1t16-2t14 Dow ponds, Mi1 2/A Karn plant, ba
WOOD DUCK:
1 2lg Dow ponrjs, Mi
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GREEN.WINGED TEAL:
1 _ 12t11 Kam plant, BaAI\TER|CAN BLACK DUCK:
25 max p_ Kam phnt, Ba4u 215 Dow ponds, Mi?9. 12/7 risn pJini,-iu"
MALLARD:
g.qo_ zts Dow ponds, MiNORTHERN PINTAIL:1 1tZ7 Karn plant, BaI zts oo* ponj!]ili
NORTHERN SHOVELER:1_ 2 19 Dow ponds, MiGADWALL:
4 thru 2/B Kam ptant, Bai__ 1?tao A,oyy.poonlliliHEDHEAD:

1.3._ rhru 12/17 KarnPtanr, BaRING.NECKED DUCK:
t__ 12t28 Kam ptant, BaGREATER SCAUP:

1..._ _ IZ1ZA-Z/9 Karn ptant, BaKING EIDER:

BCCBC

JS
TW
MW

n/V

TW
RW:
RW First Februa4r SBA record?

JS, RW
.t1tt ilr'# f

RW, JS

RW Late record.

RW, JS Unusuatin Feb.

RW, JS
1 1w male 1t27-2t22 

_Kam 
planl, Ba ,CF,mo

t"j&:ir1i&'3: ?,1fBfl3;;';;ih" rirst to b;;'';;;;, number of observers rt was
OLDSQUAW:

1 2 t8-22
LESSER SCAUP:

Karn Plant, Ba

i_. 1ZfiO Casevifle. Hu

99 1t2 Kam phnt, Ba
99 _ z/s ilt poil:, iliBUFFLEHEAD:

1.._ - _ _ 1t7-Z/8 Kam ptant, BaHOODED MERGANSER:
1 _. 12t3-ZtB Kam ptant, BaC9MMON MERGANSER:
2000 max lo Karn planl, Ba
R ED.BREASTED M ERGANSER:1 1r) Karn Clant, BaBALD EAGLE:

RW

JS
TW

RW

RW, JS

MW, JS, RW

JS
;I*;imr,,ii it1'f pay City, ga 

RW2 ad 1/7 K;;, pffit, Ba JS, RW1 imm ztza xim pir"i, aI JSt Feb _^ freefanO','Si'- perTwNORTHERN HARRIER:1 ZtS 
. ^...t/idtand, Mi JLSHARP.SHINNED HAWK:

urngtes seen occasionally throughout period.COOPER'S HAWK:

i[fl,f i E B,^i dtr;,fl,il,trou s h o ur pe riod

1 Zn1 . .. -Qqro, Tu MWRED.SHOULDEREDHnWx:' -
1 12t17 eay bity, aa BccBCRED.TAILED HAWK:
seen frequen'y through period; perhaps commoner than usuar.
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ROUGH.LEGGED HAWK:
1 1U20,1128,2125 Karn Plant, Ba J9, ilD
1 218 Caro, Tu MW
AMEHICAN KESTFTEL:
Seen olten through period, common.
HING.NECKED PHEASANT:
Scattered sightings through period,; almost none in Tu (MW).
RUFFED GROUSE:
Reported from Tu, Mi.
IVILD TURKEY:
up to 50 tp Midland, Mi MH, TW
AMERICAN COOT:
2 -3 tp Karn Plant, Ba JS
COMMON SNIPE:
1 1 / I near Auburn, Ba Unusually late.

,..ast sien on iZjt.r u] X.nn llraflt; r3a (JS)" :

250 12/1A Karn Plant, Ba JS
RING.BILLED GULL:
5 211 Karn Plant, Ba RW
HERRING GULL:
-30,000 12128 Saginaw River, Ba RW,CF
Up lo -5000 on the Saginaw River until the 1st week of Feb, rather late for lhese numbers"
ICELAND GULL:
1 1w '1114 Saginaw River, Ba RW, JS
1 1w 1127 Saginaw River, Ba TW
1 ad 213 Saginaw River, Ba TW,CF,RW
This species is cleai'ly regular here in January.
LESSER BLACK.BACKED GULL:
1 ad 12128-213 Saginaw River, Ba CF, RW, rno
This adult was the 2nd SBA record (and the 2nd in 1988) . Although elusive, it was eventually
seen by many SBA birders.
GBEAT BLACK-BACKED GULL:
21 12128 Saginaw Biver, Ba RW
3 0 12130 Karn Plahl, Ba JS Numbers continue to increase.1 211 Saginaw River, Ba RW
GLAUCOUS GULL:
14 max 12114-213 Saginaw River, Ba TW, JS, mo
ROCK DOVE:
Common thfough period.
MCURNING DOVE:
_Cor'rm(.rr tl"Or''Cj',..perior,-.. -. . ..::,. - ... :i.{r ss1 ,@
SCREECH OWI.:
2 dead Feb Reese, Tu MW Road kiils.
GREAT HORNED OWL:
Noied through period. On nest onZt6 in Ba (CF).
SNOWY OWL:
1 12110-211 Karn Piant, Ba JS,RW Only 1 seen sporadically this year.
1 ?15-219 Dow Ponds, Mi TW,RW
BARRED OWL:
3 12t31 Midland, Mi MCBC
LONG.EARED OWL:
1 1217 Chippewa NC, Mi CF, TW, mo Roosting in pines.
BELTED KINGFISHER:
1 tp Karn Plant, Ba JS
1 1/31 Chippewa NC, Mi CF
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Common through period..ltaEalCa.r;Cnhvi: 
I

$|ffi-t[[ffl$ B-il,,ttl;Et 
or over 1o0.in Midrand (rw, cF) : *' , i: ",

Common through period.
TUFTED TITMOUSE:
Noled_through period.
R ED.BR EASTED NUTHATCH:
L....__ _ ,tZtgl 

.. Jr/idtand, Mi MCBCWHITE-BREASTED lvurueiCri: 
-

Common throuoh period.
BROWN CREEFCT:
Noted through period.
CAROLINA WREN:

4

RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER:
Present lhrough period. i
DOWNY WOODPECKER:
Common through period.
HAIRY WOODPECKER:
Common through period.
NORTHERN FLICKER:

ll.r:qtltrough period at Chippewa NC, Mi.PILEATED WOODpECKER: "1 thru ?15 Santord, Mi RW,CF
] ^ _ Jan/Feb Chippewa ttO, l,rti CFHORNED LARK:

Pgpling common in February as usuat.
BLUE JAY:

1 Jan Midland, Mi1^ Jan uiotand, MicoLDEN-CROWNED xrruCr_ti: 
-"

q 1?/o1 Midta;d, Mi
AMERICAN ROBIN:1-2 tp Midtand, Miz Z|ZS Reese, Tu
CEDAR WAXWING:
Noted through period.
NORTHERN SHRIKE:
Igteg in Bay, Tuscota and Midtand Cos.
STARLING:
Common lhrough period.
NCRTHERN CAROIruNT:
r;:$?{rrfiorl ihrougrr period.
AMERICAN TREE'SPARROW:
Itrumbers down evervwnere lcairying on from.last fall).SONG SPARROW:'

GZ
GV At two well-separated feeders

MCBC

TW
MW

3 12131
DARK.EYED JUNCO:

Harbor Beach, Hu

I?y]y gqrron rhrough period.
SNOW BUNTING:
Common through Deriod.
COMMON GRA-CKLE:50 1/6 - Essexville, Ba JS1^^... thru ?1S^ Hampton,'Ai JSBROWN-HEADED coWBiRd:.
Through period in Bay City a-d Essexvifle (up ro 5O).HOUSE FINCH:
Common through period.
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AM ERTCAI\i GOLDFINCi-I:
Cornmon through period.
HOU$E SPABROW:
Common through period.

TOTAL: 82 SPECIES

OTHE'1 HECORDS OUTSIDE SBA:

3LC SQUAW:.., Port Sanilac, Sanilac Co. RW
GYRFALCCN:
': dk phase 2111-12 Sault Ste. Marie RW
BA.I-D EAGLE:, -,]!.!

,. 'r r,,t: G{JLL:
J s.1 12126 Pcl Sanil*, Sanilac i.l: RW
iCHLAND GULL:
1 2t18
SHORT-EAl-rED O'flL:
1 1t17
BABFIED OWL:
1 1218-2124 Round Lake, Cla;e Co. KK
PILEAI^ED WOODPECKER:
1 tZlS

OBSERVERS

Round Lake, Clare Co. KK

: t,: -.:tin? .,r :r .:'): ';t:r!. tl.

St. Clair R., Marysville MW

NW Lapeer Co. Mw

Plj
r. r.'

i,IH
KK
JL
mo
G&EP
.i $i
GV
'tlru

HW
Lll 1,

AE.BBEVIATIONS

Phil Davis
Ghip Francke
lv{ark Hubinger
Kevin hane
Janea Little
many ob.;ervers
Glenn & Ellen Peterson
Joe Soehnei
George Vogel
Terry V,/alsh
Bon Weeks
tut7le; Wiilard
;i:,. -1 : il,;1r:o,;:,'

Bay County
Huron County
Midland County
Nature Center,
Saginaw County
Saginaw Bay Area
Tuscola County

8a
Hrr
Mi
NC
Sa
SAA
Tu
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