
Bumps nN$ TrilE SaGnh$Aw JEav AmEA

Dec 1.,1990 through Feb ZB,'!,991,

Complled by: Terry Watsh
2335 East Otd pine Trait
Midtand, Mt4g640
5t 7-835-7452

Summary: The "bird oJ the year" may hav^e already- appearedl A line male, gray-crownedRosy Flnch 
^appeared at tom seachy'sieerieiln uuron couniv, ir,iitnry stayedfor 4 days. However, it appeared reguiarlyouring tnis time and d'iJilen by manylocal birders. This is-onty rile eno.[aiirrigah rd;i. Hud;d"iffi;; scored wftnan immatur.SSl.?.!19_,Etder which wis ooierreo irosely ano'pii6iogr"phed arPort Austin, but was only seen on one day. This is the 4th SBA record. TheSaginaw River again attrdcted.guils and gu1:*_aicnqp in the New year; fhis year,shaul included. 2 T-h aye r's andi. tcelani GuiG, au 

-migniritJnirv 
frotog rapneo

!y Roo- Planck. Glaucous numbers seemeo Lrlwer however. Last fall,s LesserBlack'backed Gull was seen at the negiryj_nt or Didffib;; ffru; nor tinger.Baptors were few in numbers. with reportior sriolv owrs oown biin" znd yearand Rough-regs arso being few'er. eaio 
-eigles-no*Jrei'*urc 

s.rnfrequenily - there are probabry el - so winteiing in the sBA.

Best duck numbers were '1,943 Btack Ducks at Shiawassee. Single records ofShort'eared .Owt, Bohemla.n warwrnli ino Carottna wren actded to agood winter' A few unrrsu;rrbircrs ri.rgeredlnto Dccerntrer; hed,nlc[ed Grebe,$urr $coter, Brack-be*ed provei, bio*i-rrriasnel;s;fii'' sparrow.These boosted the seasonar total to a rbcoro iob species. 
' - ----"-

Note: complete CBC data can be obtained lrom Gene Kenaga (Midtand) or Ronweeks (Bay city). r have incruded some orlnJhighrights. 
-'s- !""-'FJ



RE POBTS

COMMON LOON:
1 12t2

HORNED GREBE:

6 12/1s
TUI,IDRASWAN:

2 1/19 tp
CNOWGOOSE:

1 12t9
CANADAGOOSE:

10,309 12t13
1 18 1/s-19
419 12t29

W:COD DUCK:

1 2n5
CiADWALT!: ,j:i, ,

4 tils
CANVASBACK:

1 1/5
LESSER SCAUP:

Tawas Pt., lo

Bay City OBC, Ba

Dow Ponds, Mi

Dow Ponds, Mi

Shiawassee NWR, Sa
Karn Plant, Ba
Mi.dland CBC. Mi

Oow Ponds, Mi

Karn Flant. Ba

Saginaw R., Ba

HlA' A late record.

JS, RW, MW et al

DP Noted thru 1t23
MO
ctsc

Rll/

R/2 12t2 Tawas Bay, lo
RED.NECKED GBEBE:

1 12t2 Tawas pt., lo
DOU BLE.CRESTED OORMOMNT:

5 max. tp Karn plant, Ba
GREAT BLUE HERON:

37 12t1g Shiawassee NWR, SaI 12t15 Bay Ciry CBC, Ba1 12t2A Lake Twp., Hu
BLAOK-CROWNED NIGHT HEFTON:'

18 2t12 Plnconnino. Ba
90 12tE Hampton iwp, Aa95 1x:i2 tuaf,i+rjassee. Tu1 12t27 Shiawassee NWR, Sa

MUTE SWAN:

G&EP
J$
tr$/
DP

Rl/

Ril

DP
JS, MW

DP

BCCBC
B&MP

2 noted through 'll5 at Karn Plant.

Blue phase.

7-8,000 thru Feb
The small Richardson's race

-200 present tp.

1 2t22 Shiawassee NWR, Sa
GREEN.WINGED TEAL:1 12t15 Tobico, Ba1 1tS Karn plant, Ba
BLACK DUCK:

1,9{S 1U13 Shiawassee NWR, Sa Dp

" ... 9?ry,Sn tp at Midland, Mi and Karnplant,'Ba (2S max).
MALLARD:

4,049 12t13 Shiawassee NWB, Sa
NOBTHERN PINTAIL:

1 12/ZS-1t1 Saghaw R., Ba3 Z|ZZ Shlar*rassee NWR, $a
NORTHERN SHOVELER:

1 12fi9 Shiawassee NWR, Sa2 i2t29 MCV, Mi

DP -100 present tp.

R&t\rP
DP

DP
Mkiland CBC
RW EK

R&MP, LO, RW

R&MP, FIW
JS

R&MP, RW,JS

JS
HlA/
Mldland CBC, HW

B&MP, RW

H1l/
R&MP, RW
JS

1 12tZS-1tS Saginaw R., Ba1 1/t I Kain ptant, Ba
REDHEAD:

_ 1 12t25-1t6 Saginaw 8., Ba
BING.NECKED DUOK:

2 12t26 Saginaw R,, Ba1 12N hw ponds, Mi

GREATER SCAUP:

2-3 12l5-g Dow ponds, Mi1 1/5-7 Saginaw 8., Ba1 1/19 Kain ptant, Ba



KING EIDER:
'l 1219 Port Austin, Hu ME photographod; closely observed.

-. _I{t !ti".t vislt by an imma.ture male is only the 4th SBA reord lthe lasi was in Jan it9).
OLDSQUAW:

SCAUP SP.:
1 ?t21

5 12n
2 12n
15 1/19

SURFS@TER:

't 0 1t12
1 2t17

RUODYDUOK:
1 12t5
1 12ts

1 1t71 1119
COOPEtsS HAWK:

Dow Ponds, Mi RtA,

Tawas Pt., lo Hl /
Au Gres, Ar Hrl/
OakBsach, Hn ME

Saginaw 8., Ba
Oscoda, lo

1 12tg Dow Ponds, Mi
COMMON GOLOENEYE:

150 max tp Dow ponds, Mi
200 max Jan Saginaw R., Ba150 2t17 largo Springs, lo

BUFFLEHEAD:

A high number for mid-winter.

R / Presumably last lall's lingering bird.

Hll/
TW
TW' RW

35 12n TawaE pt., lo FIW

..^ ^t_.?ptqO in Sa, Ba, Mi, Hu and b;only one Jan record (Ba).
HOODED MERGANSER:

4 12t15. Bay Ciry CBC, Ba7 l,?rtg' GrinOsrbna0ttv, Hu [,81.3 IZtZS-ln Saginaw R., Bi R&Mp, JS
COMMON MERGANSER:

3003 12t15 Bdy Ciry CBC, Ba464 ,t2t29 MidtandcBc, Mi
RED.BREASTED MERGANSER:

10 12126 Karn plant, Ba JS1 12ng Mirjland CBC, Mi

.': . '',..,, '*,.14.;-. ;t,. *,i,';?+

[.ow counl.
High count, winterir€ in MCV.

New blrd lor counl.

DowPonds, Mi R\ l
Karn Plant, Ba

Bay City, Ba
Saginaw, Sa

TW'BIA'
m.V, TW

R&MP
OP

BALD EAGLE:
13^ max tp shiawasEee NWFI, sa Dp, BG Maxirnum ol 1s seon on 12/27
2-3 . lp Karn Plant, Ba JS, SM, MW, JL
2 ad. 1t12 Saginaw R., Ba RVi,TtAt
! (2 ad.) zt? MCV, Mi nW, W
2 ad. 2t17 Tawas eity, lo TW, R\ /1 1n Chippewahlc, Mi JS
Pak altemptinq tq [eJlSqgtn t! lay Co. The same pair attemptod last year but were unsuccesslul.
Dave Best ol tho USF&WS had the single addled eg! analyzei. PCBs wero lltimes over ihe tevel that
would allow succosslulembryo devebfment and thl'lovelbf ppDDE 8.s rirner ttlgh"i",iJ di"urin a.i
times higher.

NORTHERN HARRIEH:
1-2 noted in lo. Hu, Mi, Tu

SI.IARP.SHhINED HAWK

_ _ Regular sightings tp in Mi, Ba, Hu, Tu.
RED.SHOULDERED HAWK

1 12/13 Chi,ppewa NC, Mi CF1 zng Mkjtand Co. JL
RED-TAILED HAWK:

Regular sighlings tp in lo, Mi, Ba, Tu, Sa, Hu.12 1/10 ShiawassEE NWR, Sa Dp'15 ?tg Bay Co. JL
BOUGH.LEGGED HAWK:1-Z 12t4,27;ZtB ShiawasseE NWR, Sa Dp, BG1 12t1 Fort Crescent Sp, Hu ME-1 12t22 Karn plant, Ba tutW1 Ztlt S. ol Hale, to TW" RW1 2124 euanieassoe, Tu JS
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3 lp Tuscola Co. [,n /
AMERICAN KESTEEL:

Good numbers on CBCs; (35, Bay City CBC; 36, Midland); nurnbers also up in Hu and Tu.
RING.NECKED PHEASANT:

znS $hiawassee NWB, Sa
1t27 Kingston, Tu

RUFFEDGROUSE:
1-2 notsd in Mi, lo, Tu.

WLD TURKEY:
Noted in Mi, lo

BOBWHITE:
1 12n9
1 1?,14
2 2t21

BLA,CK.BELLIED
1 12t1

DUNLIN:
2 12t2

KILLDEER:
1 . 1?lS-!? Shiawasses NWR, Sa Dp

BONAFARI''E,S GULL:

Mdland CBC, Mi
Caro, Tu
Fish Poinl, Tu

PLOVER:
Hampton Park, Ba JS

Hampton Park, Ba

Coming to a suburban leederl

Quite lale.

irtA,

R&MP Last date.

ftiiw
MO
RW' EK

12
13

DP
[r1l/ Also in Ba.

1000 12tg Pt. Austin, Hu468 12t15 Bay City CBC, Ba6 "12125 Saginarrv R., Ba
RING.BILLED GULL:

_Numbers dwindled to a handlul on lhe Saginaw R. in Jan. First returns around 2/8.
HERBING GULL:

1,698 12t27 Shiawassee NWR, Sa DF
Common (1-3,-49) ott Saginaw R. until lreezeup during the second week ol January. Al least 2,
perhapsS, hybrid gulls tilere on lhs river in Jani 1ad and 1 lw Glaucous x Herring iypes and a strange

_- - -gq!._lry bird o{ uncertain parentage with pale wings and slrikirg head pattern.
THAYEB'S GULL:

1 lw 114-a
1?llt 115-7
Both birds werE wellphotographed by Rod Planck in'classic'ptumages (cf. hybrids above).

ICELAND GULL:
l-3 ad 1f2-6 Saginaw Fl., Ba R&Mp,JS, RW MW, TW
All birds seen this year wore aduh (no lirst winlers, usually the predominant age). One of these birds

-. - lr.!{gl.ryry!.pure white primaries approaching L.g. gtaucoides, iather than rypicat kumtieni.
GLAUCOIJS GULL:

1 12t9 Dow Ponds, Mi

R&MP, MO Lower numbers than in recenl years.
ME
Hll/ Rare inland.
RW, EK

R&MP, MW Last lall's bird lingering on.

Saginaw R., Ba R&MP, BW MW
Saginaw R., Ba R&MP

7 max. 12E5.1t13 Saginaw R., Ba
5 max. 12115-A19 Huron Co.

2 2t25 l-larbor Beach, Hu
LESSEH BLACK.BACKED GULL;
, 1 12t1 Bay City Sp, Ba
GREAT BLACK-BACKED GUT.L:

{r:
11

Yilt Tf{}t{s.;5t., io ffi,12t15 Bay City CBC, Ba
10 12t1 Saginaw Fl., Ba
3 rnax Dec.Jan Saginaw 8., Ba6 2n5 Harbor Beach, Hu

ROCK DOVE:
Common through period.

MOURNING DOVE:
Common through period.

EASTERN SCREECH OWL:
1 12t28 Forl Austin, Hu l4tr3 zAE Mayvilte, Tu tuntr1 12t20,1t15 Midland, Mi RA

^__Bgpo4qa lrom Midland and Bay City CBCs.
GREATHOBNEDOWL:

Noted in Mi, Ba, Tu, Hu, Sa. Noeting at traditbnal loeations b!, l-675 in Saginaw and US-10 near Auburn.



Noted at Karn Plant and on Saginaw R., Ba in Dec and Jan.
RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER:

Scattered slghtings through period in Sa, Mi, Tu.
DOWNYWOODPECKER:

Common throtgh perld.
IIAIBY WOODPECKER:

, lcattered sightings through period in M| Tu. Sa, lo, Ba.
NORTHERN FLICKER:

Midland, Mi EK

Chlppewa NC, Mi CF

Pinnebog, Hu
Fish Pl, Tu

1 Jan
PILEATED W@DFECKER:

"t fln
HORNED LARK:

100+ ?124
200 2t26

BLUE JAY:

SNOWYOWL:
1 1Zn A,u Gres, Ar
3 Dec-Feb Tuscola Co.1 Dec-Ja,n Owendale, Hu
Scarce again this wintor, none al Karn Planl.

BARREDOWL:
Heard in Midland {KK).

SHORT.EABED OWL:1 12n
BELTED KINGFISHER:

nr. Filion, Hu

Rlll
MWJS
per ME

per ME lniured bird with broken wing.

,t

ME
JS Usual Feb influx

l'!ew high lor @unt.
JS

perME

Now high lor counl.
' 

' 
'lt,.

Common through psriod.
AMERICAN CROW:

Cornrnon through poriod.
COMMON RAVEN:

1 12128 Lumberman's Monurnent, Tu JS2 2117 W. ol Wher, to FIW,TW
BLACK-CAPPED CHICI(ADEE:

Comrnon throtph period.
TUFTED TITI4OUSE:

Comon thru,rgh period in Mi, Ba, Tu, Hu, Sa.
RED.tsREASTED NUTHATCH :

Sgqtlorod sightings through poriod, Tu, Hu, Sa.
WH IIE-BREASTEO NUIHATCH:

Common through period.
BROWN CREEPER:

7 1A$ Bay City CBC, Ba10 2t29 Oak Grove, Ba
CABOLINA WREN:

1 12126-1t11 Ft. Austtn, Hu
GOLDEN.AFIOWNED KINGLET:6 12l1s Bay Cfty CBC, Ba

10 12n9 MkJlandCBC, Mi
AMERICAN ROBIN:

REeorded on bolh CBCs; scattered sightings in Doc.2 2t8-19 Saginaw, Sa - * 
ME1 2t25 Whiskey Harbor, Hu RW, EK

BHOWN Tl,IRASHER:
1 12t29 Midtand CBC, Mi

BOHEMIAN WAXWTNG:
30 12t29

CEDAB \VAXWING:
Tawas Pt, lo JS

. . ^ _9*g!tgfad sightings through period.
NORTHERN SHRIKE:

8 12t29 Midland CBC, Mi

-.._9gj:tga-:igl,!ingq 
throt4h period in Mi, Ba, Tu, Hu, to, Sa (7 in N Huron Co., ME).

EUFIOPEAN STARLING:
Csmmon through p€riod.

NOBTHERN CARDINAL:
Cornmon through period.

[-
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AMERICAN TREE SFARffOW:
Seattered sightings through period; numbers still down.

SCING SPARFIOW:
12N Bay Clty SP, Ba RP, LD
1?t15 Bay Oity CBC, Ba
Dec.lan Shiawassee NWR, Sa DP2124 Quanicasseo, Tu JS

SWAMP SPARBOW:
1 12t1 Bay Ctly $p, Ba

WH ITE.THROATED SPARROW:
1 12Eg Mfrhrd CBC, Mi

2
4
1-4
I Singing.

RP, LD

1tp
1 1/19

Chippewa NC, Mi
Vassar, Tu

2N Squaw Bay, Alpena

12119 Sault Ste. Marie

JL
i,+l

DARK.EYEDJUN@:
Common lhrough period, perhaps fewer lhan usual,

SNOW BUNTIhIG:

. - -.Qryol-egrly_inperiod, 
but scarcer in January and February; lbcks o{ up to 3O0 noted.

LAPI-AND LONGSPUB:
1 ?116 Quanicassos, Tu [,]l

RECI-WINGED B{-46KAEO:
1 12t15 Bay City CBC, Ba1 2125 Fish Pt, Tu JS, RW, EK1 2t28 Sebawarng, Hu 'lB

COMMON GRAGKLE:
1 1211 Karn Plant, Ba RW, MW

_ _ - ]0 tp Hampton Twp, , Ba JS
BROWN.HEADED COWBIBD:

1000+ 12t13 Essexville, Ba JS171 1A15
4 2n525 tp

RO$Y FINCI{.:
1 2t24-27
A male Gray+rowned.

PURPLE FINCH:

,*Bgpi,i3llis 
hti nss thro ush period; s eneralty tow numbe rs.

_ _Commop through porbd; lo, Hu, Mi, Ba, Sa.
PINE SISKIIII:

.. ._Q{V_togrds were a lew noted in Hu (ME, MW).
AMERICAN GOLDFINCH:

Common through period.
EVENING GHOSBEA*:

21 max 1U1-28 Oak BEaeh. Hu ME5 'lt4 Saginaw, Sa Dp
HOUSE SPARROW:

Corn mon lhrough poriod.

TOTAL: tO2 spectes

[l received a few verbalconlirmations ol Nighlhawk sightings for Fall g0, lherefore lhis species should beadded to lhe seasonal totall

COMMON LOON:
1 Sault Ste. Marie

GLAUCOUS GULL:
4 t?t19_ Dafter Landfill, Chippewa

GREAT BLACK.BACKED GULL:

Bay Crty QBC, Ba New hiqh for count.
Fish Point, Tu RW, EK
Hampton Twp, Ba JS

Pigoon. Hu TB, tutw'. MO
This is only the 2nd Michigan record and the .tst lor the SBA.

i

2
MERI-IN:

1

RP

RP

p
p



GYBFAL@N:
lgray ad 12l19
1 gray imm 12&0
l grayimm 12t22
1 dark ad 1131
2 1n6
1 2t10

SNOWYOWL
3
2

B,ARRED OWL:
1

1nl
1n4

Sault Ste. Mario
M-28/l-75, Chippewa
Sault Sts. Marie
Sault Sle. Marie
Sault Sto. mario
Sault $le. marie

Hubbard Lako, Alpena
Squaw Bay, Alpena

Sault Ste. Mario

Highway 123, N of Eckerman

M-28, Wol l-75

M-28, W ol l-75

Whitslish Pt

dark ad, other unknown

2/15-18 Sault Ste. Marie
GREATGRAYO!{IL:

1 Sau[ Sto. Marie
NONTHERN HAW( OTIL

1 il13
GBAY JAY:

1 1/13
SNOW BUNTING:

2m0 12t20
rrAPtfrfwLoi.lcsPiffi;

25 12t20
RED CROSSBILL:

75 1/13

O BSERVEHS:

BP
RF
RP
BP
FP1
tun/

F
m

RP

BP

RP

RP

RP

RP

FP

RA
LD
Tts
ME
CF
EG
[&r
EK
JL
SM
hfio
DP
G&EP
R&MP
JS
w
TW
FW
tuM/

Rsn Annelin
Louis 0smbrowski
Tom Beachy
Monica Essenmacher
Ohip Francke
Bob Grele
Mark & Joanne Hubinger
Eugeno Kenaga
Janoa Litllo
Slan Madziar
Many 0hservere
David Poters
Glenn & Ellen Poterson
Rod & Marlsne Flanck
Joa Soehnel
Val Trabucchi
Terry Walsh
Bon \Aleeks
Mytes Willard

ABBREVIATIONS

Ba
cBc
ltu
lo
IvtCV Fond
M[
l.E
NWn
Sa
s8A
SL
SP
Tu

Pending acceptance by the Michigan Bird Beords Cornmittee
Bay County
Christmas Bird Count
Huron County
losco County

Mt{!"o{ Cogenoraiion Venturs Pond (fornrer[ Consumer,s pond)
Midland County
Nalure Cenler
Nalbnal Wildlife Refuge
Saginaw County
Saginaw Bay Area
Sewago Lagoons
Slate Park
Tuscola Counly


