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Ron Weeks
4111 Robinhood Terrace
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The spotlight this season was on the Saginaw River. Record numbers and exceptional
divarsity hightightad a opectacular wintor lor gulls in Bay City. The most impressiva lind of
the seaaon was a Mow Gull eeen and photographed by Myles Willard. Thls would reprssent
only the third stata record il accepted by the Michigan Bird Records Committee. Also
impressive was the presenco of two Black-legged Kittiwakee, two aduh Lesser
Black-backed Gulls, six Thayer'e Gu!!s, and at laast five lceland (Kumllen'c)
Gullg. Single day counts ol up to 15,000 Herring Gulla, 'l ,000 Bonaparle'o Gulls,38
Great Black-backed Gulle, and an amazing 75 Glaucous Gulla added to the
excilement.

Other notable birds seen during the period includad an immature Golden Eagte,
Bohemian Waxwlnga, and a Yellow-rumped Warbler. Nolable counts of tha some ol
the more comrnon spocies included 113 Great Blue Heronc and22 Bald Eaglee ai
Shiawassee, 40 Great Black-backed Gullr at Au Gres, and an even dozon Ravene at
Loud Dam Pond in losco County

Waterfowl were well represented with American Wigeon, Northern Shoveler, and
Buddy Duck among the more interesting ol the lingerers. Good numbors ol Snowy Owla
and Rough-legged Hawke were seen at times with raptor numbers in general lower lhan
average. Winter finahes were ropresented by only a handful of sightings until February when
a lew Redpolls started to show up at leeders.

Tho species total for the periori was 99. Absent during the period were Black-crowned Night
Heron and Fled-shouldered Hawk.



REPORTS

HORNED GREBE
1 1211 HarborBeach, Hu R,

DOUBLECRESTED @RMOMNT:
6 thru 1t25 Karn Plant, Ba np Noted on Bay City cBC.

GREAT BLUE HEFION:
1 13 1212 Shiawassae NWR, Sa DP lmpressive winter count.

One on Midland CBC.s 't2114 Bay City CBC
6 1/8 Karn Plant, Ba JS
Seen through period at Shiawassee NWB, Sa.

IBLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERON: no reportsl
TUNDMSWAN:

1650 1211 WldfowlBay, Hu HIrl/

22 12/2 Shiawassea NWR, Sa BG
1 1214 Karn Plant, Ba JS
12 1122 Eagle Bay, Hu ME

MUTE,$WAN;g. .,...? '- '* 1lii. "-Au'6r6s, Ar 'ii * in-& MWtftnl
10 1125 Karn Ptant, Ba RW, MW Three lingered until 2t2.

SNOW GOOSE:
Eagle Bay, Hu Rll/
Eilion Rd, Hu R /
Shiawassee NWB, Sa DP

Greater Snow Goose still al SNWR, Sa into January. Species presont through period ther6.
CANADAGOOSE:

Common through period.
2003 't?l21 Midland CBC

1 1211
3 1211
5 2127

3200 1128
15818 1212

GBEEN.WINGED TEA.L:
1 1A2o Shiawaseee NWR, Sa DP

AMERICAN BLACK DUCK:
Common through period at usual loeations. Peak of 1,961 on 12/2 at Shiawassee NWR, Sa (DP).

MALLARD:
Common through period at usual locations. Peak ol 1 1 ,595 on 1212 at Shiawassee NWR, Sa (DP).

NORTHEBN PINTAIL:
1 lhru 12121 Dow Ponds, Mi HlA/ Seen on Midland CBC.
1,3 12126,3121 Shiawassoe NWR, Sa DP
33 427

NORTHERN SHOVELER;
Shiawassee NWR, Sa DP

2 '12127 lp Dow Ponds, Mi Hll,
GADWALL

Noledthrough period at Karn Plant, Ba. Maximum ol12 on 212 (RW).
AMERICAN WIGEON:

't 12!1.7 HarborBea"ch H+ FlW,lr,W ini-.,. :-i - .:i
CANVASBACK:

7 1414 Bay Crty CBC, Ba
1 12128-1126 Middle Grounds, Ba RW et al
1 111

REDHEAD:
Karn Plant, Ba R /

1 1/19-26 Middle Grounds, Ba NlT, RW
RING.NECKED DUCK:

1 12127-tp Dow Ponds, Mi m /
GREATER SCAUP:

MCV Pond, Mi Fil /
Shiawassee NWR, Sa DP Peak count.

Karn Plant, Ba JS
Shiawassae NWR,8a DP

Karn Plant, Ba RW KK
Shiawassee NWR, Sa DP

Karn Planl, Ba R /
Karn Plant, Ba RW KK High lotallor January.

1 1/19
3 2/21

LESSER SCAUP:
1 '.tl4
4 2127

SCAUP SP.:
1 1217
20 114

l



OLDSAUAW:
1 1211
1 114

@MMON GOLDENEYE:

250 il2A
210 ,,21

BUFFLEHEAD:
4 1212
8 1?J21
1 1427-31

HOODED MERGANSER:
1 1212
4 1111

@MMON MERGANSEFI:
10857 1212
500GF 111
20000 1118

RED.BREASTED M ERGANSER:
2l^- 'r

RUDDY DUCK:'l-2 thru 1/11
BALD EAGLE:

2 imm 1112
5 (2 ad) 1l2s
7 (2 ad) zle
22 ?l21

Harbor Beach, Hu HlA,

Grindstone Cily, Hu ME

Karn Plant, Ea JS
Dow Ponds, Mi HlAt

Shiawassee NWR, Sa
N. Huron Co
Dow Ponds, Mi

Shiawassee NWR, Sa
Karn Plant, Ba

Shiawassee NWR, Sa DP
Karn Planl, Ba RW KK
Karn Plant, Ba lvfw

,iukavh Flsnt,8a. lc Eu+J

Dow Ponds, Mi FIA/

Less common than usual this wint€r. Notqd on both CBCs.

DP
ME
HIA/

DP
BW lvtw

Loud Dam Pond,lo
MCV Pond, Mi
Karn Plant, tsa

R\A',MW
RrA/

JS

Noted on Bay City CBC.

Noted through period.

Moted6n Buy CiVtEC.

Nored on Midland CBC.

a

Unusual in winter.

New SBA late date.

High coun!.

Shiawassee NWB, Sa DP
All bul one ol lhe Shiawassee birds were within a single lield of view!

NORTHERN HARBIER:
1 12/14 tsay City CBC
Up to 3 presenl through period at Shiawassee NWR, Sa.

SHARP-SI.IINNED HAWK:
2 12121 Midland CBC

Shiawassee NWR, Sa DP
'Shiawassee NWR, Sa DP

!."' -. ''.i

Mayville, Tu

MidlandCBC, Mi

Middle Grounds, Ba
Bay City CBC
Saginaw Blver, Ba
Saginaw River, Ba

Bay Crty CBC, Ba

COOPER'S HAWK:
Scatter€d sightings through period.

GOSHAWK:
1 1112 Porl Crescent SP, Hu ME

RED-TAILED HAWK:
Scatlered sightings through period.

ROUGH.LEGGED HAWK:
Notad on both Midland CBC (3) and Bay City CBC (2). Ono to three noted at Shiawassee NWR, Sa

through period.
GOLDEN EAGLE:

l imm 1A17
l imm Us

AMERICAN KESTREL:
Common through period.

RING-NECKED PFIEASANI ;

Ssattered sightings through period.
RUFFED GROUSE:

Scattered sightings through period in Tuseola Co.
WILD TURKEY:

Scattered sightings through period. Noted on Midland CBC.
BOBWHITE:

1 thru Feb
AMERICANC@T:

7 12t2'.1
BONAPANTE'S GULL:

1000 1214
421 1?/14
3 114
5' 1/5

RING.BILLED GULL:
519 1?/14

l^l

HtA/

RW, KK
[^^/



1 ad 1/18 Saginaw River, Ba lv?W

Record pending review by Michigai Bird Recoids Committee. ll accepted, ihis would be the 2nd SBA

and 3rd stale record,
HERRING GULL:= 'i'6d28- -1ZnS 

Bay Crty CBC, Ba New record high lor count'

Abundant through early January. 
-Estimates 

lrom ten to lifteen thousand on the river.
THAYER'S GULL:

4

15 1/1 1 Saginaw River' Ba
2 1115 Saginaw River; Ba
6 2l2O Saginaw River, Ba
Fleturned 2121lo Shiawassee NWR, Sa (DP).

MEW GULL':

FIW RP
F{11/

JS First raturns.

R&MP
R&MP
R&MP
R&MF, JF,RW, JS
MW. KT, JS, BW

mr
RW, KK Sixty-two lrom Win{ Pt!
RW MW
RP

R\/
fuTW, BW
JS

*-*iamP -'SixthlsgA racord!
[ifW Seventh SBA record!

ICELAND GULL:
3Saddi2w 12/?4
21ad&2w 12126
1 1w 112
1 ad. 'll10
32ad&1w 1/1 1

1 ad 't125-26
At least 3 adults, 1

GLAUCOUS GULL:
43 111

75 114
6 1112
15 1116

40 1112
38 118

3 12114
6 1126

1 1sl w 112
1 ad "1111

21w&2w 1115
43dd&1w 1/16
1 ad 1/19
At loast six individuals this winter.

Saginaw River, Ba
Saginaw River, Ba
Saginaw River, Ba
Saginaw River, Ba
Saginaw River, Ba

Saginaw River, Ba
Saginaw River, Ba
Au Gres, Ar
Saginaw River, Ba

Au Gres, Ar
Karn Plant, Ba

Bay City CBC, Ba
Karn Plant, Ba

$aginaw Riva,r. Ba R&MP !.i.,: i :i.-r,:. *,.
Saginaw River, Ba R&MP
Saginaw Biver, Ba R&MP
Saginaw River, Ba R&MP
Saginaw Riyer, Ba R&MP
Saginaw River, Ba MW RW

second winter, and probably 2 firsl winter birds lor the period.

5 1125-26 Saginaw River, Ba MW. BW
A couple of Glaucous x Herring Gulls were also noted this winter.

LESSER BLACK.BACKED GULL:
ad. thru 12114 Bay City SP, Ba RA, RW
ad. 112 Saginaw River, Ba R&MP
ad. 1/15 Saginaw Flivor, Ba R&MP
ad. 1/16 Saqinaw River, Ba R&MP,

in January, but were nev6r ssen together.
GREAT BI-ACK-BACKED GULL:

Common through period. Six noted on Bay City CBC.
12 111 Saginaw River, Ba

1 ad. 1/16 Saginaw River, Ba R&MP, JF, RW, JS
Apparently two dillerent adults. One had avery heavy hood of streaking and a dusky bill (Lesle{, while
the.other had a clean yellow with lighter hoad slreaking. The two birds ware s66n on consecutive days

BLACK.LEGGED KITTIWAKE:
'l t€rr*: 112 "--'--gegfnit\* RivBr, $6""'".-"
1 2nd w 1/5 Saginaw River, Ba

HOCK DOVE:
Common through period.

MOURNING DOVE:
Common through period..

EASTERN SCREECH OWL:
Not reported on either CBC. Noted in three Tqscoh Co localions (MW).

GREAT HORNED OWL:
Scattered sightings through period. Noted on Both CBCs. Also noted in Saginaw and Tuscola counties.

SNOWY OWL:

JS High count.
Also noted in Midland, Saginaw, Tuscola, and Huron counties. Good numbers this winter.

BABRED OWL:
Noted on Midland CBC. Also noted in Tuscola County.



SAW.WHETOWL:
heard 424

BELTED KINGFISHER:
Murphy Lake SGA, Tu ltfW

Scattared sightings through poriod. Noted on bolh CBCe'
BED-H EADED WOODPECKER:

Scattered sightings through period.
DOWNY WOODPECKEB:

Common through period.
HAIRY WOODPEOKER:

ScattEred sightings through period;
NORTHERN FLICKER:

1 1?,11
1 1418

RED.BELLIED WOODPECKER:

1 1?,21
PILEATED WOODPECKER:

1 1?,21
1 1112

Shiawaesoe NWR, $a DP
Midland, Mi TW

Midhnd CBC

Midland CBC
M-65, lo

Loud Dam Pond, lo
M-65,1o

Thru period at CNC (JL).

Pecking at Bald Eagles!

Late date.

tufw, Rw
Also seen in Baldwin Twp, lo (fide RW).

I'{OR$IEB.LARK: : "-L . .' "i,'

Not reported from either CBC. Common as usual in February.
BLUE JAY:

Common through period.
AMERICAN CROW:

Common through period.
COMMONRAVEN:

'12 1112
2 1112

2 1421
5 211

CAROLINAWREN:
1 12114
Seen at two olher Midland feeders.

GOLDEN.CROWNED KINGLET:
"t 1t29
1 1ls
Notod on both CBCs.

AMERICAN ROBIN:
f i2tY7, ii7
1 2127

Midland CBC
Shiawassoe NWR, Sa DP

Midland, Mi

MCV Pond, Mi Rrl/
Shiawassee NWR, Sa DP

eaf c,tv SP, tsa ' J€,G&E.',
Shiawassee NWR, Sa DP

MW RW
MW RW

BLACK-CAPPED CHICK,ADEE:
Common through period.

TUFTED TITMOUSE:
Common through period. Peak of 9 on 1/5 at Shiawassee NWR, Sa (DP).

RED-BRE{STED NUTHATCH:
Scattered sightings through period.

WH ITE.BREASTED NUTHATCH:
Common through period,

BROWNCREEPER:

W

Several noted in Saginaw Twp (MH).
BOHEMIAN WAXWING:

3s 1/18 Baldwin Twp, lo m /
CEDAR WAXA/ING:

Scatered sightings through period.
NORTHERN SHRIKE:

Scattered sightings througrh period. Fewer than in recent years.
EUROPEAN STABLING:

Trash bird through pariod.
YELLOW.RUMPED WARBLER:

1 12/15 Midland, Mi
NORTHERN CARDINAL:

Common through period.
AMERICANTREE SPARROW:

Scattered sightings through period.

W



6

SONG SPARROW;- - 
S"atr"t"d sighiings lhrough period. Notad from both CBCs'

SWAMP SPABROW:
1 12t14 Bay Crty CBC, Ba

WH ITE.THROATED SPARROW:
1 '12t14 Bry Ciry CBC' Ba

DARK.EYED JUNCO:
Common through Period.

SNOW BTJNTING:
Comnron earf in Period, but scarcs in Jantrary and February'

RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD:
2 1t17 Essexville. Ba JS

Raturned to Eseexville, Ba on ?|25 and shiawassee NWR, Sa on 2/26'

Bay City CBC
Salinaw, Sa BG
Esiex\rifle. Ba J6

Bay City CBC
Esaaxnillo, f;p

Unusual lor count.

Six on Midland CBC.

{ " '*s rq!f{ r

COMMON GHACKLE:
92 12114
1 2J24
50 u26

BNOWN.HEADED @WBIRD:

PUBPLE FINCH:
Missgd on both CBOst

}+OI.JSE FINCH:
Csnrmon through Period.

AMERlCA,tl GOLDFINCH:
Cornrnon throug h Period.

CO{UMON REDPOLL;
2 1U14
3?J16
up to 30 late Feb

PINE SISKIN:

Reported lrom Midland in December (TW).

129
€50

12114
1g.es

1?/21
"v12

BaY CttY,CBC, Sa
Midland, Mi GV
Midland, Mi TW

1

2
Midland CBC
Loud Dam Road, lo

1112

Port Huron !vM/

Seney, Schoolcrafl Co tvl$,

Sugar lsland ilA /

Charlevoix tvtW

Unoonunon again ihis winter.
R\ /, MW

Loud Dam Boad, lo RW, MW
EV€NING GROSBEAK:

Flock heard
HOUSE $PAFIROW:

Comrnon through period.

TOTAL: 99 apecies

RECqRDE glrr$lqE sBA . .. , -

&ASEA€RffiE
1 2122

NORTHERNHAW(OWL
1 2J2g

GREATGHAYOV'/L
15 211

ICELAND GULL
11w U23



rtE
JF
JG
BG
M{
GK
JL
MO
OP

Msnha Eoccnmrchar
Jen Fai;,Chi:ld
J*ck Gillcspb
M Grsta
Mar.k Hubinger
Eugona Kenaga
Janoe Litlle
Malry 0bservera
Oafrd Fatore

Glanfi & Blen Pdargon
Rod & Ltarlenc Planck
.Ioc Soolincl
Kodn Thornae
ValTr*ucoh{
Terry ti/alsh
Fton W.akg
Mylos Wfilard
GcoryoVogol

G&EP
H8,f,iP
JS
KT
W
TW
ml/
ifrA,
GV

ABER.EVIATIOITIS

Ba
cBc
r-h,
lo
fSfftI'pbnd
MI
hn
t{tA/R
Se
SBA
SL
SP
tp
IU

Fonding acE Ftanct by tho Miehigan Bkd Recsrde Gornmlttee.
Bay County
Chrhtrnas Bird Count
Huron County i
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Mldlsnd Cour$y
Natura Csntar
Nat&rnal Wildtro Raltlee
SaginawCotmty
SaginawBry Arca
Sclvags Laryonr
$tste Park
throqgh pariod
Tuscola County

rtlffiS*3.r" -*|.:,,ril,r*


