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Birds in the Saginaw BaY Area
December 1, 200O through February 28,2AO1

Joe Soehnel
1255 Jodie Lynn Lane
ESsexdlle, Ml 48732

Weather: What more can be sa*J about the weather that the Tri'City area e>periencd in December, 2000

that already hasn"t been sakJ? h was a December to remember:, weatherwise! A whopping forty
inches of snow fell in Decemberwhich e:ceeded the recod December snowfall by four inches" A
mere four to fi\re inches feu in December, 1999! Vuhats more, the closest December snowfall in

the pastten years was in 1996, with ephteen inches of snow.

December also recorded well below avenage temperatures. Only two days actually erceeded the
average day-time high @ec 16th & 17th) and the arerage overall temperature was a chilly 17.2
degrees (F) compared to December's monthly average of 26.2. Cold temperatures weren*t
ponfined to the midwest. Two months in a row of much below a\rerage temperatures resulted in
the coldest November-DecemberU.S. temperature on re@rd,33.8 degrees Fahrenheit accoding
to the chief of the Climate Monitoring Branch at the National Climatic Data Center. This broke the

'"":::"'" old record of 31.2set in 1898.

What caused this drastic weather change? The El Nino-La Nina weather phenomenon in the
"Pacffrc Ocean has faded into a near neutrdl state, eliminating that strong weather influence of the
past few years. Now conditions are more like those of the 19703 with the jet stream forming a

tothe chief of the Climate Monitoring Branch atthe NationalClimatic Data Center.

The temperatures in January & February actually moderated somewhat with above average
temperatures recorded for both months. As it tumed out, snowfall shut down as well; however,
precipitation for January/February was 1.06 inches above normal. The bulk of that precipitation
fell as rain with the moderated temperatures.

(Local information taken from MBS Airportweatrer data.)

Summary: Jt's unfortunate that the variety of birds in the SBA couldnt match the e><citement of the weather
forthis winter period. Only 89 bird species were reported. The last winter reporting period with a
number lower that 89 was in 1989 with only 82 species observed. Aside from a fly-over view of a
Glaucons Gull in PQeon by Torn Beachy, there were no other reports of white-winged gulls.
Even the common gulls did not congregate in appreciable numbers on the Saginaw Riwr and
Saginaw Bay. All in all, this winter was a wash-out for birding in the SBA.

Notable birds for the period included: Common Loon @ Tawas Pointe on December 1st; Snow Goose

@ SNWR; Red-shouldered Hawk on the MCBC; Northern Bobwhite on the BGCBC; reliable
Snovuy Owls in the Thumb; numerous Short-eared Owl reports frorn four different SBA
counties; Northern Saw Whet Owl in losco County, and two separate reports of a female
Eastern Towhee that frequented a bird feeder in both Bay & Mklland county.

New SBA Peak counts in"luAeO, lVone

New SBA Spring Early Date included: l\Ione

Whafs New: Once again, you can find this 
"nO 

o,n", SBA seasonal surveys along with weekly, Mich[an
Rare Bird reports at http://www.saqinawbavbirdinq.orq. Also included is a link for Saginaw
Bay Area spring mpration u@ates. This is a supplement to the weekly rare bird alerts and will
not replace the seasonal sunreys. Send me an e-mail with lour spring birding updates to
soehneli@hotmail.com or call me at 517-892-3687.
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Soecies Nur&er Date Location Obaewere / Comment

COMMON LOON:

PIED.BITIED GREBE:

DOLBLE€RESTED CIRITI OMlrlT:

GREAT BLUE HERON:

SNOW GOOSE:

CA}IADAGOOSE.

MUTE SWAt'l:

TUNDMSWAI{:

WOOO DUCK:

GADWALL:

AMERICAI.I BI.ACI( DI.EK:

M/ILLARD:

NORTHERN PINIAIL:

GREEN.WNGEDTEAL

CANVASBACK.

REDHEAD:

RING-IIIECKED Dl.H(:

GREATERSCAUP:

LESSER SCAUP:

SCAUP SP.

W-IITE-WINGED S@TER:

LONG.TAILED DTJCK:

BUFFIEHEAT}:

COMMON GOLDENEYE:

HOODED MERGANSER

1AA1 TarrcPte,lO BB

Present through pedod, l(arn Plant, BA - MOB
Also noted in lO, Ml

1216@ SNWR, SA DP- PeakCounl
Also noted throug,h period @ l(arn, BA

02n7 sNwR,sA

12TX SNWR, SA
0E/13 SNWR, SA

1?/16 Kan Plant BA

IAOO WildforfllBay, HUi

12106 Au&es River, AR

w20 sMryR sA

12t30 Ml
AZfi DorryPonds, Ml

1?/28 Sl'l\AfR, $A

Noted in BA, lO,SA, TU

A2W STUIIR SA

BGt CS

RM
BG - Also noted in BA, lO, SA

M&JH, MW JS - Pek count. - BCCBC
Also noted in SA MI

TB
JZ

SNWR Staff. First Returns

MCBC
JZ

RM - Atso noted in BA

RM - First returns.

JZ - First retum

JS

JS

JS
JZ

JZ

MCBC

BCCBC

BB
JZ

JS
JZ

BCCBC -Also noted in lO, Ml

JS

1

None

5

31

4

6054
2183

91

1200
4

2

4
2A

35

7

1

1 fem

1

I
1

12

4

2g

None

I
2

l fem
2

600

5
1

42127

1A04

12t47

1ZA7
12t19

1A06

12RA

1A16

,Middegroun6, BA

SagirarRiver, BA

Kan Plant BA

Kan Plant, BA
DflrPottd,Ml

TamsPte,lO

Ml Co

Karn Plant, BA

Taras Pte, lO
Tartaas Pte, lO

Kan Plant, BA
AuSdle River Modr, tO

Kan Plant BA

Kan Plant, BA

1A02
1?/,06

12t25
azno

1?/16

1AA7
was
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SNWR SHf -Also noted in lO, Ml
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COMMON MERGAT'ISER.

RED'BREAS:T. ED MERGANSER

BALDEAGLE:

NORTHERN HARRIER

SHARP-SHINNED I-IAW(:

COOPER'S I.IATIIJK:

REI}SHOUI.IERED HAVIIIT

RED-TAILED |!q!Mt

ROTJGTIIEGGEDfiTAlMI

AMERICAN KESTREL:

NORTHERN BOWIIHITE:

RING.$IFCKED PTIEASANT:

RUFFED GROUSE:

WILD TURKEY:

AMERIC'ANCOOT:

SANDHILLCRAIIIE:

KTLLDEER::

SONAPARTESGUTI:

RING.BILLED GULL:

HERRING GULL

GLAUCOUS GUI.L

GREAT BLACKAAGKED GUII:

ROCKDOVE:

MOURNING DOVE:

EASTERN SCREECH OT{IL:

1A16 BA
01126 Frankennuh, SA
Dec/Jan Mayville, TU

Noted in BA lO, Ml, SA, TU

1Zfi MlCo

Noted ln BA" MI, TUr

OZnl HanptonTup,BA

O'ltO7 Mayuille, TU

OZ17 Tit6masse Rd, Ml

12lOV Karn Planl, BA
1AZA MtCo

o2t20 sttvR" sA
OA22 Malyville. TU

AU25 Sanen Mile Rd, ftlI

1AOO SaginarRiver, BA

1AA7 Kan Plant, BA

Noted i'n BA TU

JS-Alsonoted in Ml, SA, TU

MW -Also noted in lO, Ml

JZ - Also noted in SA

JS
MCBC

SNWR Staff
MW

RK - Fairty early but came in on a moming
warm front in which tenps were 42F.

JS - Last date" Also noted in lO, HU

JS - Pek count.

d2

1

3
1

1

8

60

1

1

19

SMllR.SA

clr2113 SIV![,R, SA BG - Also noted in BA lO, Ml

Oll15 Kan Ptsnt, BA .rg

N{o(ed in BA, HU, Ml, lO - P€ak ,outnt cfr !8 @ SililflR, SA tStstr)

CTP SNWR SA DP
Also noted in BA, TU

BCCBC
H&Js
MW

MCBC - No details given.

Through period @ S[ffit R, SA- DP
Feakof 11 on 02123 @ SNWR, SA- BG, CS
Also noted in BA, Ml

Noted in BA, Ml, SA, TU

1U16 BA BSCBCI
,l

5

30

1

23

1

2

I

100

Peak Count. 12/04 Saginaw River, BA - Noted @ lGm Plant, BA on 1/15 - JS
Also noted in lO, Ml

Peak count. 1,2lAZ Karp. Plant" BA JS - Also noted in lO
100's'back in force'@ tGrn Plar& BA - JZ

0?/10 Pigeon, HU TB

1AU TauasPte,lo BB

Noted in BA lO, Ml, SA, TU

12116 BA BCCBC - Also noted on MCBC
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GREAT HORT{ED OTIVL

sNotfYotq[:

BARRED OTII/L:

SHORT-EARED OUIJL:

NORTHERN SAW-II\IHET OIVL:

BELTED KINGFISHER:

RED-HEADED WOODPECKER

RED€EUIED WOODPEC(ER:

DO\^JNY WOODPECKER:

HAIRYWOODPECKER:

NORTHERN FLICKER:

PILEATED WOODPECKER

NORTHERN SHRIKE:

BLUE JAY:

AMERIC,{NCROW:

COMMONMVEN:

HORNED LARK:

BLACKCAPPED CHICKADEE:

TUFTED TITMOUSE:

RE}BREASTED NUT}IATCH:

WHITE.BREASTED NTJTILATCH:

BROT/IIN CREEPER:

GOLDEN4ROWNED KINGLET:

EASTERI{ BLUEBIRD:

01113 Pigeon Area, HtI

1A3A MlCo.

lAOg Nay Pte, BA
12/fi SNVltR, SA
12117 Hanpton Tvf, BA
01113 Bayport HU
Un2 MeridianRd, Ml
0Pl23 SNvl,R, sA

1AU WellsRd.lO

1413 CNC, Ml

1?/15 StCharles, SA

Noted in BA, Ml, SA, TU

Noted in BA, Ml, SA, TU

Noted in BA, MI, SA, TU

A2117 Seven Mile Rd, Ml

O2IZI SNWR, SA

12n3 AuGres, AR
12130 MlCo.

12t48 CNC, Mt

01112 SNWR, SA
O2f25 Hampton Trp, BA

TB - Noted there through 02120

MCBC

K&SH
SNWR Staff
SM
TB
PR
BG, CS

BB

CNC Staff

SNWR Staff - Remained through periodl

RK - Through Period @ SNWR, SA - DP
Also noted through period, Ulayville, TU - inA,
BG, CS - Peak Count.

BB
MCBC

CNC Staff
DP
JS - Also noted in HU, lO, TU

BB

JS - Also noted in BA, Ml, SA

JS - Also noted in Ml, lO, SA

DP - Also noted in lO, Ml, TU

BB

M&JH
MW
JS

Noted in BAo Ml, SA, TU - On nest @ SNWR, SAon 02/20 - BG, CS

12118 HarpbnTup, BA SM
CTP Quanicassee Area, TU MW

1

2
4

1

1

1

1

1

1

4

1

1

2

1

5

1

3

1

1

1

1

37

Noted in BA. lO, Ml, SA, TU - David Peters noted, ' . . . notably abundant
relative to other winters.

Noted in BA, lO, Ml, TU

1?J23 The Highbanks, lO

OA19 Tuscola Co.

Noted in BA, lO, M], SA, TU

Noted in BA, Ml, SA, TU

12nA Hampton Twp, BA

Noted in BA Ml, SA, TU

SNWR, SA

1AU WellsRd,lO

O1IO2 GPNC. SA
02114 Mayville, TU

aaz2 cNc, Mt

-1

1

5
3
1
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A[{ERlCAl,l ROBII't

EL,ROPEAII STARUNG

CEDARWAXT,IIING:

EASTERN TOIII}IEE:

ATIIER,ICAN TreE SPARRO!fiT:

SONG SPARROW:

WHITE.THROATED SPARRC}TV:

WHITE4ROTI'NED SPARRCI'\t

DARK.EYED JUMO:

LAPLAND LONGSPUR

SNOW BI${IING:

NORTHERITI C'ARDIML:

RED-WNGED BI.ACKBIRD:

RUSTYBLACNGIRD:

COMMONGRACKLE:

HOUSE FINCH:

PINE SISKTN:

AfuIERICAN GOLDFINCTI:

HOUSE SPARROW:

TOTAI-: 89 Species

12113 Fnankenmuth, SA
o?18 Stroebel Rd, SA '

AznO Saginaw Trrp, SA

AZ16 Frankennuh. SA

42124 Seven Mile Rd, Ml
1223 SWBay County

oaza sN\tR, sA

1U3O Quanicassee, TU

1U16 BA

1416 BA

aI12 SrWl'R SA
01114 PortAuslin, Flu

o1t12 SN|\'\'R, SA

Noted in BA, Ml, SA TU

121?{t Quankxssee,TU
o2t27 Sltl/vR sA

oa27 slMtR, sA

1?J16 Hanpton Tup, BA

1A10 Hampton Twp, BA

1AO2 lagoSpings,lO
12n4 Thellighbanks.lO

lAlO Hampton Twp, BA

Noted in BA" TU

10115 Fbh Pte, TU

H&JS
M&JH
BG -Also noted in MI

MW-Also noted in BA, Ml

RK - Very farv winter records.
MB - Remained through period.

8G, CS - Peakcourit.
Also noted in BA Ml, TU

MW - Tuscola CBC
Also noted in BA, Ml, SA

BCCBC

BCCBC

DP
TB

DP - Also noted in BA lO, Ml, TU

MW, DP - Tuscola CBC
SNWR Staff

BG, CS

JS, GS - BCCBC

JS - Peak count & the day berfore the blizard!
AJso noted in Ml, TU

BB
BB

JS - Peak count. Also noted in lO, Ml, TU

Doug Deming - per MW' Doug is the orrrner of
Fish Point Lodge-

3
15
2

Noted in BA, TU - Peak count of -250 @ Fankenrnuth, SA - H&JS

300+

1

I

72

o

1

23

1

1

43

Noted in BA, 10, Ml, TU - Peak count d 12 @ Frankenmuth, SA - H&JS

13
4

46

2
1

22

Omissions from Previous Report:

BRANT: 5
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Obsenrer Key:

l-A larrYAbral'*"
RA RonAnnelin
TB TomBeachy
BB Bob Bell
JDi Janie Dinsmore
BG Bob Grefe
JH Jeanne Hendersosr
K&SH Ken & Sandy l-loorrer
M&JH Mark & Joanie Hubeng€r
RK Randy Kursinsky
JL Janea Little

Abbreviations:

Ar Arenac County
Ba BayCounty
BCCBC Bay City Christrnas Bind Count
BCSRA Bay Crty Slate Recreation Area
CNC Chippara Nature Center
GPNC Green Point Nature Center
Hu Huron County
lo losco County

SM Stan [lbdziar
ml Rbk fticAvinchey
'@Tll Gary & Tess Nelkie
DP David Peters
G&EP Glen & Ellen Peterson
PR Paul Rmse
H&JS Heirz & Jane Schwarm
GS Grar* Soehnel
JS JoeSoehnel
CS Carolyn Szaroletta
JZ Jerry Ziarno

MCBC Midlrand Christmas Bird Count
MCV Midland Cogenemtion Venture (Pond)
Mi Midland County
Sa Saginavrr County
SBA Saginantr Bay Area
ShIWR ShiawaseelHionalWildlifeRefuge
SRSGA Shiarrasee River State Game Area
Tu Tuscola County
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