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Brmos rN THE SnorNAW Bav Amen

Compiled by:

Dec 1, 1992 through Feb 28, 1993

Ron Weeks
4111 Robinhood Terrace
Midland, Ml€642

Summary: Birders in the area described this as the dullest winter for birding in many years. Noticeably.
absent were the gulls at Bay Crty. Where last year record numbers w6r6 reported, thE winter peak was only
about a hundred to two hunired gulls with no lceland or Thaye/s Gulls reported. Amazingly, only one
species of gull was seen on the Bay City CBC. Winter finches wera also noticeably absent also with only a
single Evening Grosbeak sighting and no Redpolls or Pine Grosbeaks reported. Despite all of this a near
record 100 species were report€d lor the winter season.

Ahhough no maior rarites were seen, good wintgr birds included Common Loon and Horned Grebes in mid
December, an ovennintering Butflehead, an ovennrintering Golden Eagle, three Merlin sightings, Common
Snipe, BlackJegged Kittiwake, three Short-eared Owl sightings, a Saw-whet Owl found dead, a Yellow-
belii€d Sapsucker ovenrintering at a feeder, Northem Mockingbird, BohEmian Waxwing, Yellow-rumped
Warbler, an ovenrintering White+rowned Sparrow, and Lapland Longspur.

ln general, it was a fantastic winter for raptors with much greater than normal numbers of Sharp'shinned,
Co6per's, Red-tails, and Kestrels reported. Rough-legged Hawks were scarce early, but common in late
February. Snowy Owls were again down in good nunbers this year. Waterfowl nurnlcers were down along the
bay, buf up in Midland where th.e MCV Ponds were home to over five thousand Common Mergansers and a
fe* thousind Canada Geese in DecEmber. Common Goldeneye numbers were down and Northern Shoveler,
American Wigeon, Canvasbac( and Ruddy Duck were not reported. Woodpeckers were conspicuous this
winter with the aforementioned Sapsucker, record numbers ol Downys, six repods of Northem Flickers, and
six reports of Pileateds. Purple Finches were once again hard to come by this winter.

Despite quite cold woather an inleresting series of records of early springmigrants occun-ed in lale Febrqary
with'a Mdrfin (2t28\, a Short-eared Owl (21231, an Eastern Bluebird (2128),Brown-headed Cowbirds (2/18 &
2t2Q), and an Eastern Meadowlark (2128) reporled. Whether or not thesE were actually migrating birds or
wintering birds saen by birders out in anticipation of spring is hard to say.



@MMON LOON:
1 12119

HORNED GREBE:
1 12117
3 '.t2119

DOUBLECRESTED @HMOMNT:

Huron CBC KO, TB, MW

MCV,Mi EK
Midland CBC (MCV) RW, JS

Bayport, Hu
Saginaw Riveq Ba

lvtw
KK, RW
JS et al

3 12113
1 12127
2 tp Karn Plant, Ba

GREATBLUE HERON:
21 1213 Shiawassee NWR Sa BG
1 thru 2/5 Shiawassee NWR, Sa DP
1 2128 Midland, Mi RA
One reported from Midland CBC on 12/19 and 4 reporled from Bay City CBC on 112. Noted tp at Karn
Plant, Ba (JS). Scattered repods lrom Midland, Mi suggest it also overwintered there.

BI.ACK€ROVVNED NIGHT HERON:

Noted on Bay City CBC.

Peak count.
Last date at SNWR.

One present to 1/8 (MW).

New count high!
High count for January.

6 112 Bay Cty CBC (Karn Plant) RW ME
TUNDMSWAN:

Au Gres, Ar
Quanicassee, Ba
Bay Crty CBC (Karn Plant)
Oak Grove, Ba
Karn Plant, Ba

24 1216
s0 12127
5 112
37 '.U17

3 2120
MUTESWAN:

TW

KK, RA
JS
ilTW

1 1211s Mldland CBC (MCV)
5 1127-2112 Dow Ponds, Mi
1 1/31 Pt Hope, Hu

Shiawassee NWR, Sa
Dow Ponds, Mi
Midland CBC (MCV)

Flsh Pt, Tu
Shiawassee NWR, Sa
Midland CBC
MCV, Mi

Midland CBC (MCV)
Bay Crty CBC (Karn)
Dow Ponds, Mi

Karn Plant, Ba
Midland CBC (MCV)

Karn Plant, Ba
Huron CBC, Hu

EK, RW RAI
[,fw

DP
JS
RWJS

DP

EK, RW

RWJS
KK, RA
EK, RW

SNOW G@SE:
7 12J18
1 blue ph 1115
1 whiph 12119

CAT{ADAGOOSE:
5000 12113
10705 12J18
338s 1?/19
2000 1127

WooD DUCK:
1 12119
1 112
1 '.U27

GREEN.WINGED TEAL
1 12,4

AMERICAN BI.ACK DUCK:

16 12119

AMERICAN WIGEON:
[no reports]

CANVASBACK:
[no reports]

REDHEAD:
19 1215
1 1?/19

Shiawassee NWR, Sa DP

Common through period at usual locations. Peaks of 455 on 12131 al ShiawasseE NWR, Sa (DP) and
300 at Fish Pt, Tu on 1213 (MW).

MALLABD:
699 12119 MidlandCBC Newcounthigh!
Common through period at usuallocations. Peaks of 6000 at Fish Pt, Tu on 12/13 (MW and 1017 on
1214 at Shiawassee NWR, Sa (DP).

NORTHERN PINTAIL:
1 1/8

NORTHERN SHOVELER:
[no repods]

GADWALL
4 1217

Dow Ponds, Mi Rl/ Also noted there on 1Zg (RA).

One "blue" presenl to 1/18 (BG).

Seen in area until 1/31 (RAl).

Peak count.
New count high!

Also notEd there on 1212 (MW).
Few January records.
Same bird as CBC?

New count high.
JS, MW
JS, RW

Two stillpresent at MCV, Mion 2/6 (RW, JS). Did not ovenrinler at the Karn Plant this year.

It,fW
KO, TB

Two stillthere on 1A22QSl.

r
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SCAUP SP.:

3
2

OLDSQUAW:
1

1

RING.NECKED DUCK:
1 12119

GREATER SCAUP:
3 1216
75 1/15

LESSER SCAUP:

Karn Plant, Ba [rIW

Tawas R, lo TW
Karn Plant, Ba tviW

Bay pot, Hu
Nayanquing R, Ba

Karn Plant, Ba JS
Bay Clty CBC, Ba

Tawas R, lo
Tawas R. lo

Port Austin, Hu ME
Nayanquing ft, Ba Rtl,
Bay Crty CBC, Ba JS

Shiawassee NWR, Sa
Midland cBC (MCV)

Also noted there on 12f (JS).

Peak count.

New count high!

Missed on BCCBC.

New count high!

Newcount high!
One on nest by 2/1 '1.

New count high!

1215
1?/13

't2122
112

't216
1/30

[,IW
HtA/

TW
BB

COMMON GOLDENEYE:
250 118 Karn Plant, Ba tvfW

Noted on all three CBCs, but numbers were well below normal.
BUFFLEHEAD:

1 rnale 115, 213 DowCorning,Ba RA
This bird apparently ovenrintered on the DC Corporate Center cooling pond.

HOODED MERGANSER:

4 1?/5
1 12113
1 112

1 12/4
5 12119

6 112
11 1122

Bay City CBC
Shiawassee NWR, Sa DP

Two were stillthere on 2J6 (RW JS).
2 12J26

@MMON MERGANSER:
s500 12119

Karn Plant, Ba JS

Midland CBc (MCV)
Numbers down elsewhere this winter.

RED.BREASTED MERGANSER:
10 147 Karn Plant, Ba

DP
RW, JS

RW JS

JS

EK
ME
EK, GV
BG, DP
TB

10 12119 Midland CBC (MCV) JS, RW New count high!
3 Ug Saginaw River, Ba TB
One present at MCV on 1127 (RW, EK). Noted in Hu through 1/31 with peak ol 3 on 1/9 at Oak Beach (ME).

RUDDY DUCK
[no reportsl

BALD EAGLE:

Also noted in Mi along the Tittibawassee (HG), at the Chippewa NC (SL), and at MCV (DV-up to 3 birds).
NORTHERN HARRIER:

Reported through period. Noted on allthree CBCs. Numbers in general were up slightly. Highest count
was olfive d ShiawasseE NWR, Sa on 1/8 (DP).

SHARP.SHINNED HAWK:
Dec 'Midland, Mi
12129 Hume Turp, Hu
112 Bay crty cBC (Auburn)
ASJ1 Shiawassee NWR, Sa

'l 2125 Reese, Tu
Much more common this winter than is typical.

COoPER'S HAWK:
12 112 Bay City CBC
Many sightings through period.

GOSHAWK:
1 inrn 12112 Tawas ft, lo BB

RED-SI-IOULDERED HAWK:
1 lAB Midland, Mi HA
Also reported twice along Waldo Road in Midland (G&JV).

RED.TAILED HAWK:
50 112
20 216

Bay City CBC
ShiawassEe NWR, Sa BG

Very common this winter.

New count high!



ROUGH-LEGGED HAWK:
1

1

5

1216 ArEnac County
112 Bay City CBC
217-14 Dwight Twp, Hu

TW
m /,Mw
ME
DP

DP, MW, BG

Peak count.

New count high!

New bird lor count!
Good details.
Late date.

New winter high count.
New count highl

Peak count.
Last datE.

Also two there on 1/7.

3 there on 2/19 (MW).

Around till freezeup.

Peak count.

Eighth SBA record.

New count high!

4 2118 Shiawassee NWR, Sa
GOLDEN EAGLE:

1 imm 1219-1130 Shiawassee NWR, Sa
AMERICAN KESTREL

36 12119 BaY GitY CBC
Common through period.

MERLIN:
Midland CBC
HumeTup, Hu
Gagetown Rd, Hu

The previous late date lor Merlin in the SBA was 1/19.
RING.NECKED PHEASANT:

Scailered sightings through period.
RUFFED GROUSE

Scattered sightings through period. Noted in Ar and Tu (MW).
WLD TURKEY:

Scattered sightings through period. Noted on MCBC.
BOBWHITE:

2 '.t2119
1 1429
1 2128

ME
ME

TW
ME
l'rw

Also 18 there on 1127 (EK, RW) and 5 on 216 (RW, JS).
COMMON SNIPE:

1 1A19 Huron CBC (Huron River) KO, TB
First winter record in many years.

BONAPARTES GULL:

1 12119
AMERICAN @OT:

27 12117
23 12119

30 1212
2 12123

't 1216
3 1215

7 1?/6
3 12113
24 1/31

Midland CBC

MCV,M| EK
Midland CBC (MCV)

Saginaw River, Ba JS
Karn Plant, Ba JS

Tawas Pt, lo
Port Austin, Hu
Harbor Beach, Hu

Au Gres, Ar IlV
Bay Crty SP, Ba Hln/
Harbor Beach, Hu

Noted at many locations into mid-December.
RING.BILLED GULL:

2 213 Saginaw River, Ba 1B
A few noted through December at various locations.

HERRING GULL
Not€d through period in small numbers. Very low numbers this lall and winter.

GLAU@US GULL:

14 1/31
LESSER BLACK.BACKED GULL:

1 12113,15 Bay crty SP, Ba R /
G REAT BLACK-BACKED GULti

Comrnon early in period, but scarce later. Also noted lrom Tawas R, lo (TW).
BLACK.LEGGED KITTIWAKE:

1 1st w 12113
ROCK DOVE:

Common through period.
MOURNING DOVE:

Common through period.
EASTERN SCREECH OWL:

4 112

Saginaw River, Ba JS

Bay City CBC
Also noted from Huron CBC and Tu (MW).

GREATHORNEDOVVK
s 12128 N. Huron County ME
Scatlered sightings through period. Noted on allthree CBCs.

SNOWYOWi
3 12113 Nayanquing ft, Ba R\,1/, RH



5 12113 Sebewaing/Fish Pl, Tu/Hu IvtW

6 112 Bay City CBC
Also noted in Midland, Tuscola, and Huron counties. Good numbers this winter.

BARREDOWK
Reportedlrom Mi (RA), Sa (BG), and Tu (MW).

SHORT.EARED OWL:
1 12119
1 12130
1 2123

SAW.WHET OWL:
1 dead 113

1 12113-15 Hume Twp' Hu
GOLDEN.CROWNED KINGLET:

Huron CBC KO
Wallace Road, Hu ME
Shiawassee NWR, Sa DP

Unwood Area, Ba GP

Probably an early migrant.

Turned in by a student.

Peak count.

New count high!

New count high!

A great deal of this species records for the SBA are of road kills indicating it is much more common than
sightings of live birds indicate.

BELTED KINGFISHER:
Scattered sightings through period. MissEd on Midland CBC.

RED.HEADED WOODPECKER:
[no reports]

RED.BELLIED WOODPECKER:
Scattered sightings through period.

YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER:
1 2120 Rose ls, Hu TB
This bird was reported lrom the feeder where it was seen for some time before it was verified.

DOWNY WOODPECKER:
38 112 Bay City CBC
Common through period.

HAIBY WOODPECKER:
Scattered sightings through period.

NORTHERN RICKER:
1 111 Chippewa NC, Mi
1 116,22 Shiawassee NWR, Sa
1 2120 HunnTup, Hu

Newcount high!

NotEd on both CBCs. Also reported from Mayville, Tu in February (fide MW).
PILEATED W@DPECKER:

1?Jl5 Shiawassee NWR, Sa Dp Also noted on 1122.
New species lor count!112 Bay City CBC

116 near Dow High, Mi
1/1,15 Chippewa NC, Mi SS, JSm

Also noted from lo and Tu (MW).
HORNED LARK:

585 2t28 Bradleyville, Tu ME
Not reported lrom either CBC. Common as usual in February.

BLUE JAY:
Common through period.

AMERICAN CROW:
Common through period. Hundreds noted as usual in Midland, Mi (RW).

@MMON MVEN:
[no reports] Probably due to lack of coverage in northern lo.

BLACK-CAPPED CHICIGDEE:
463 12119 Midland CBC
Common through period.

TUFTED T]TMOUSE
21 112 Bay City CBC
Common through period.

RED€REASTED NUTHATCH:
Scattered sightings through period. Missed on Bay City CBC.

WH ITE.BREASTED NUTHATCH:
Common through period.

BROWN CREEPER:
4 '-U22
Noted lrom both CBCs.

CAROLINAWREN:
1 12119

Shiawassee NWR, Sa DP

Midland CBC

JW
JSt.

JSI
BG, DP
ME

W, GV
ME



Reportedfrom Hume Tup, Hu (ME) and Ba (JS).
EASTERN BLUEBIRD:

AMERICAN ROBIN:
1 12119
15+ 1116

Shiawassee NWR, Sa
Brown & Leix Rds, Tu
W. Bay County
Midland County

Huron CBC
WildErness Arb, Hu

't212
12129
1/1 5
?/28

DP
DP
JS
SR

ME
JL, MW
ME

1 1122,24 Chippewa NC, Mi
1 428 Huma Turp, Hu

NORTHERN MOCKINGBIBD:
1 1427 Watrousville, Tu [,?W

This bird was also seen in the same orchard in late fall.
BOHEMIAN WAXWING:

1 12119 Huron CBC KO et al
Two reportad from the same location (Wilderness Arboretum) on 12129 and one was present on 1/16 (ME).

CEDAR WMWING:
5s0 'U2 Tawas R, lo
Scattered sightings through period.

NORTHERN SHRIKE:

1 112
2 2110

@MMON GRACKLE:
1 1212
1 1217

[,lw

Fish R, Tu tvIW

Bradlewille, Tu ME

Bay City CBC
Nayanquing Pt, Ba JG

Ovenrintering birds.
First migrant?

Wintering flocKr

First migrant?

Peak count.

Peak count.

Peak count.

Early migrant?

Odd location for mid February.

BB

RA

JS
ME
ME

1 112 Bay City CBC
BROWN.HEADED @WBIRD:

Shiawassee NWR, Sa
Essexville, Ba

2
12

'il2
2118

DP
JS
MB, VT

BK

Reported from Mi (SL), Hu (MW, ME), and Tu (MW). auite scarce this winter.
EUBOPEAN STARLING:

Trash bird through period.
YELLOW.RUMPED WARBLER:

1 121'17 Midland, Mi
NORTHERN CARDINAL

Common through period.
AMERICAN TREE SPARROW:

70 1t't2 Watrousville, Tu tvlW
Scattered sightings through period.

SONG SPARROW
7 216 Shiawassee NWR, Sa BG
Scattered sightings through period. Noted lrom both CBCs.

SWAMP SPABROW:
2 1130 Shiawassee NWR, Sa BG
This late date implies lhese birds ovenadnlered.

WH ITE.TH ROATED SPARROW:
[no reports]

WHITE.CROWNED SPARBOW:
1 1112 tp Watrousville, Tu [,lW
This bird was seen here again in early March indicating it ovenrintered.

DARK.EYEDJUNCO:
Common through period.

LAPLAND LONGSPUR:
1 118 Auburn, Ba

SNOWBUNTING:
400 119
1050 2128
Not6d through period.

EASTERN MEADOWLARK:
1115
1128

W. Bay County
M-47/US-10, Ba

1 ?/28 DwightTwp, Hu
RED-WINGED BI.ACKBIRD:

Bay City CBC
Midland, Mi 11 of them were females.



2 2/20
PURPLE FINCH:

Au Gres, Ar

Reported lrom lo (BB), Sa (DP), and Hu (ME). Missed on both GBCs again this year!
HOUSE FINCH:

lvlW

365 12119
531 '.v2
Common through period.

AM EHlCAtl GOLDFINCIi:
Common through period.

@MMON HEDPOLL
[no reports]

PINE SISKIN:
50+ 1131

EVENING GROSBEAK
2 112

HOUSE SPABROW:
Comrnon through pariod.
nearrecord 1220.

TOTAL: 10O species

Midland CBC
Bay City CBC

New count high!
New count high!

largo Springs, lo BB ScarcE this winter,

Only report.Bay City CBC EK, GV

NunSers down in Midland with only 132 on CBC, while the Bay City CBC had a

BIROS OUTSIDE THE SBA

OLDSQUAW:
2 119

BI.ACKS@TER:
4 119

BUFFLEHEAD:
4 119

EASTERN SCREECH OWi
2

PILEATED WOODPECKER
1 1/9

OBSERVERS:

Manistee Area

Manistee Area

Manistee Area

Sanilac County

Manistee Area

TB

TB

TB

[,fw

TB

Manistee County

RAl Bon Aldridge
RA Ron Annelin
MB Marianne Barrowman
TB TomBeachy
BB Bob Bell
ME Monica Essenmacher
KK Kevin Kane
BK Betty Kazka
HG Herm Gieseler
JG Jack Gillespie
BG Bob Grefe
EK Eugene Kenaga
SE Sue Ellen Ledford
JL Janea Littla
SM Stan Madziar
no many observers
DP David Peters
GP Glenn Peterson
SR Susan Rathbum
SS Susan Abbott Schmidt
JSm Janeen Smith
JS Joe Soehnel
JSt Jane Stoesser
W ValTrabucchi
G&JV George&JudyVogel
TW Terry Walsh

Hr/
IvlVVi

tvtW

JW

Ron Weeks
Mydle Wilke
Myles Willard
Jane Wirth



ABBREVIATIONS

Ar
Ba
c8c
Hu
lo
MCI/ Pond
Mi
tlC
TM,R
Sa
SBA
sL.
SP
Tu

Pending, acceptanoa.by the Michigan Bird Records Committee
Arenac County
Bay County
Christrnas Bird Gount
Huron County
losco County
Midland Cogeneration Venture Pond (formerly Consume/s Pond)
Midland County
Nature,.@ger:',:, ,. ;. .:

National Wildlile Reluge
SaginawCounty' '. ,

Saginaw Bay Area
Qeqrnge,hqggo,.laq",;. :

Stats Park
Tuscola County
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